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74 {1} jeje 
Haae er wer tart? Meer the fre foea wool reat 
Pink ye 3 hard time! By Rebecca Bundy ' Oe 
ET EMD BRUIT whos beating folks in Satoshi 
Kon's Paranoia Agert? We've got some hunches. By Mike Tool, 
FORCE OF HABIT uniock the Secrets beh; 
Chrono Crusade with our divinely inspired episode guide! behing 
By Zac Bertschy 
ee eT TI 
PRRRESER GEE GeGR RR BDEREEE Gunde, 
director Mitsuo Fukuda gets a brain-picking. By Raber’ Brick | 
PITS THE SCHOOL tre to 10 craziest ani 
schools guaranteed to wreck your GPA. By Bamboo Dong nae 


828 


: it) ee Creator Koge. 
Donbo reveals the secrets to Di Gi Charat. By Robert Bricken 
t EES BEBESASES Tenchi Masaki and Seina Yamada 
battle to see who's the cooler Tenchi Muyo star. By Zac Bertachy 


J Check out the swordplay end 


hijinks of Kurono Nanae’s samurai epic. By Kurono Nanae | 
DEPARTMENTS | ) ; a 


12 PLUS & MEBTEOSS one Piece arrives, AX report THE AHAVENLL INVENT, ar 
a a -\ 
bil Force 


i 1 2 IRDING \ >, 
Motoko & Batou vs. Eclair & Lumiere welt lie ES Wea S 
’ MOY " 
22 Al 3 Stellvia rules the anime galaxy 4 AIVON UNG FUL 
24 FLAS! b PAM production ic a 
62 B BEB Uncut YuGiOh! and Shaman King upde! a 
72 TELEU TD Futmetal Alchemist ¢. \dult Swim il ) : J we oat , ; 
: A ‘. ecrdcoen ZG 
76 #EEEESEB CMX lands on the manga scene | — Guo 23TH 
82 TH ATREGAL p92 and Speed Racs 2! ii 
84 UIDeD CHERRIES Red ninja, white» game 
90 STUFE ; 
cheese crecaten ibatekickiog Re 96 IT ; ITS Monkeys, monkeys. monkey 
page 36, while Inuyasha’s deadliest new 4 : 4 ate —— 
At Mao an ee 


villains are exposed on page 26. 
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FROM THE TOr 


ear, It's one of the strongest emotions humans experience. 

Sure, there are the regular everyday fears we face, like fear 

of flying, falling or death. Heck, even spiders really creep 
people out. But that’s nothing compared to the recent fear I had 
to tackle: my very first anime convention. 

I've been to my fair share of comic book and sci-fi conventions; 
anime, well, that's an entirely different story. Klingons? They're 
easy to outwit. Comic fans just want to impress you with Green 
Lantern trivia. But anime fans...! was scared to death of ‘em. 

Td heard all the stories. Anime fans are super-fanatical. They dress 
up in highly detailed costumes of obscure characters. They'll tear you 
apart to get a free button of an anime character they don’t even like, 
They're friendly to the point of inflicting pain. They eat wacky Japanese 

it. And you know what? It’s alll true. 

Recently at Anime Expo in Anaheim, | saw it firsthand. Thousands 
of anime fans jostied for a position to snag free Tshirts, buy the 
new platinum Evangelion DVD or pick up the latest One Piece volume. 
And yes, great crowds of cosplayers stalked the floors (like Dejiko 
from Di Gi Charat above, who sprained my wrist, but in a nice way). 

What surprised me, though, was not that I lived through the week- 
end, but that | had a great time. Everyone was just so happy to be there, 
sharing their appreciation of anime with uninitiated folks like me. 

So now that I've conquered this fear, I'm off to skydive out of an 
airplane with a spider. At least the spider won't make me eat. 


orey Rosen 
Sc, ia 
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& 
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DESR AE Ii R, | across as cute, sweet and slow 
— | <- } BASS) in the Azumanga Daioh manga, Osaka; the anime, which the Bro 


Aint, okiyn 
has @ heavy New Yorker accent, But in | accent didn’t seem to fit very 
ites has a "country" accent. when spoken aloud. And since 
Why is thet? nime portrayed Osaka with » , 

Maynard McGuffin f sembrural, laid-back feel, g po 


‘W Your humbie letter-answerer, Tom 
Root, just wanted to take a moment 
here at the beginning of this month's 
“Animal” to discuss the difference 
‘between good questions and bad ques- 
tons. A good question might be, “Who 


2re the founding members of 


o-heavy Texas accent was 
decided to go with.” what iy 
Now, we at Anime Insider Jove 

i readers down South, ang We'd 
: never suggest that a “country” on 
Southern accent means you're sioy, 
witted! Everyone knows it’s peonig 
from Oregon who are slowwitted, 


via cyberspace 


Alot of times when | am looking up anit 
stuff on the Internet, | end ie on Web 
pages that are in Japanese. Well, there 
is only one problem: | can't read Japan- 
ese! All those symbols might as well be 
ancient hieroglyphics to me! So my ques- 
tion is this: Is there software | can buy 
that will turn Japanese into English, or 
is that just wishful thinking? 
Grant Savage 
Oklahoma City, OK 


Yu Hakusho would go to my prom 
suith me?” You can see how a question 
Ske that doesn’t exactly add to the 
fevel of cescourse. So, 25 a fun exer- 
cise this month, see if you can spot 
‘the good questions and the bad ques- 
taons! find shen you pick up a pen or 
sear up your PC m order to send us 
mail, just think: 

good or bad? 1 

hope you 

make the 

night choice, 


unwelcome nickname 
because she trans- 

ferred to her new 

Tokyo school from the 

city of Osaka. To the 

ears of your average 
Tokyo-dwelling citizen, the 
Osaka dialect sounds much dif- 
ferent, and English translations 


: There's probably translation soft 
have to account for that differ- 


| ware out there, but don't bother 
ence. But to Japanese speakers, | with that. Just go to Altavista's 
the accent is plain as day, and immensely useful “Babel Fish” Web 
Azumanga anime and manga site (babelfish.altavista.com), 
licensor ADV gave her an equiva- which translates a dozen fan- 
Jent American accent to match, guages—including Japanese—into 
Why Osaka speaks “Brooklyn- English. You just type in the Web 
ese” in the manga and “bump- address you want to decode, and 
kin” in the anime is a bit tricker, Babel Fish turns the entire page 
“The manga produced into English. Best of all, it’s tree! 
before the anime production It’s not perfect, however. 
got underway, and the two pro- | Especially with Japanese, which is 
jects were produced as’ challenging to translate even for 
separate entities (the dead- | skilled humans, Babel Fish often 
me ands eiediles are: gives you nothing more than a lot 
ent tween depart: : of.,, it f 
ments),” explains ADV films asics ae 
Rod ome: “When we began | GOOD DY, A 
searching for the appropriate | \s the Jason C. Lee who voiced Aoba in 
accent sh Osaka in the anime, | the Evangelion movies the same Jason 
we considered many options— | Lee who appears in all those Kevin Smit 
| moves (Mallrats, Chasing Amy, Dogma)? 
"ve tried several sources and no one 
| can give me an answer. The voice 0" 
ie i ra sari & Rebirth and End of bat 
és | gelion comme: sounds 
fit the character, She came | suspiciously anon eases Lee. 


ad ee 


LIMBERGER/ 


dicen Loe © Wretrage, uyecha © Rurita Tatahei/Shogsiutan » SUNRISE * Yomiuri TV 2000. Yu Yu Halacha © 1852, 2002 Yochhira Togeshi/Stusscha © Fug TV * Perrot 


arson Lee 


need to know to regain my sanity. 
Kevin Seguin 
St, Catharines, Ontario, Canada 


Wow...if the end of Evangelion 
was like the end of Chasing Amy, 


that would have been pretty : 
interesting. But I can tell you ° 


with 100 percent certainty that 


Jason Lee and Jason C, Leo are | 
| Kanno, also responsible for the 


two very different people, 


In addition to his Evangelion 
duties, which also included : 


some directing and producing on 


the English-language versions, 
Jason C, Lee was responsible : 
for adding the “Lee” to animo’s : 
fil-of-all-trades Amanda Winn : 


Leo (you know her better as the 
voice of Rei Ayanami among sev- 


and wife. 


3 IN. aed 


what would you name her? 
Brenda Saraiva 
via cyberspace 


“Trish the Stampede.” 


This letter is going out to Tonya Ring, 
who wondered if she was the only 
female Yu Yu Hakusho fan out there 
["Animail” #14]. No way, 
sister! | love it, and | 

have a bunch of girl one 
friends who love it just \OF 4 SCARF. 
as much as me! 

We've all decided that after 
we graduate high school, we're 
going to move to Japan and 
form a ghost-hunting team! Of 
course, since ghosts aren't 
real, we might be disap- 
pointed, But at least we can 
eat okonomiyaki whenever we 
want! 


Karen Daniels 
West Palm Beach, FL 


I'm sure Tonya will appreciate 


the support, Karen! Even@ji} 


if your letter was a 
little,,.strange. And let mo state 
for the record: judging by the 


Scanned with CamScanner 


Gi OLA, 
mail | get from all of you, anima 
fans are about evenly divided 


JORGONZ 


| ing for him to keep it on. 


| What's the 411 on Yoko Kanno, the 


; does she compose in every 
eral others). They're husband : 
: also plays many instruments 
i and [it’s rumored) sings on 
DEAR 2 Il R, | many of her own compositions 
If Vash the Stampede had a sister, | 


: triangle. 


COSPLAY 
botween male and female. The Caval.ctale 


only difference between them is 
WARRIOR RIKKU 


that the female fans want pic 
BY LISA SANCHELO, FARMERS BRANCH, TX 


tures of Hiei without his shirt, 
and the male fans are quite will Waa the aT Tel ea 

HZ may be more recogsizable, lisa 
Sanchelo went the more modest routs by 
choosing the spunky thief in ber mare mod- 
‘est Warrter garb—and compensated for 
fack of shin by domg a perfect jot. From the 
rary costume design to her elaborate 
sud, Lisa's created one of the best FF cos- 
fumes we've ever seen. Bot the cratest 
part is that she got akia's crary-swirly Al 
Bhed eyes just right—check out the inset 
Shot. Whes we asked ber how she made 
them, she transformed back isto ber Thief 
sutht and stole all our gl. Dou’? look direct- 


Yep, one more reason that 
anime fandom is the closest thing 
we have to utopia, 


Dear 


person who gave us the music for 
Cowboy Bebop and Wolf's Rain? 

Randy Scribner Jr. 

Charlotte, NC 


brilliant, wildly varying scores 
to Please Save My Earth, 
Macross Plus, Vision of 
Escaflowne and Ghost in the 
Shell: Stand Alone Complex, is 
by all accounts as prolific and 
talented a musician as you're 
ever likely to meet. Not only 


musical style imaginable, she 


under the pseudonym “Gabriela 
Robin." Some great online 
resources about Kanno include 
geocities.com/helixcat_2000 and 
jameswong.com/ykproject. 

By contrast, | can play the 


Hi there! | have something I'd like to 
ask of you: Since this is the year of the 
50th anniversary of Godzilla, do you 
by any chance know of anybody asso- 
ciated with the Macy's Thanksgiving 
Day Parade? The reason Im ask- 
ing is to find out if they are 
planning on doing a giant 
Godzilla parade balloon for 
this year, on his SOth birthday. If 
so, let me know how to get in 
touch with the. I'd appreciate 
it immensely. Thanks tons. 
Anthony Ogozalek 
Franklin Square, NY 


RITE ANIANE VILLAIN? 


We called the balloon 

wrangler over at Macy's, ° 
who told us, yes, there © 
had been plans for a : 
50th Anniversary : 
Godzilla balloon at this : 
year's Macy’s Thanksgiving * 
Day Parade, but two Gigan 


Legato Bluesummers | | 
from Teigua t1%o! 


Guta 


Young space cadets on a mission _ 
— to save earth from another cosmic disaster! 


from the creative staff of Love Hina and Nadesico 
So answer my questions. 


X I + 
1. What is Pop? Is it just anime soung, ¥ q ==) | Wis 
% 


and King Ghidorah balloons a; 


‘s while it was being con, 
lea as a result, Godzilla will aes 


be 
| peady. If only the Mothra balloon 
i seer summoned in time! hag on 


DESR ANIME INSIDER, 


tracks? 
|B. sit weird that | like listening to mus a a 

| whare leat understand ery ofthe wanes ) POnaTLIT? 

: 3, What is the etiquette for Sweating 
while you play Dance Dance Revolution) — 


imean, gross. 
i Jennifer Wilson 
Fremont, CA 


|. "Pop" is short for “Japanese Pop 
sic.” Not all J-Pop is anime sound. 
acks, and not all anime soundtracks 
are JPop, but they do intersect some 
imes. When fans refer to J-Pop, 
they're generally referring to “idol” 

wers—often the Japanese equive 

t of Britney Spears. J-Pop finds its 
way into anime all the time, and vice 
versa; for example, anime voiceover 

tress extraordinaire Megumi 
Hayashibara has carved herself quite 
a side career as a popular singer. 

2. Hell no! Remember when 
iAmerica fell in love with Ricky 
: Martin's “Livin’ La Vida Loca”? Well, 
i that had a lot of French words in it, 
| And don't forget the 1990s dance 
| craze “Macarena,” which was almost — 
completely in German! For my money, 
the best part about listening to pop 
music in another language is that 
‘you don't realize how stupid the 
| lyrics are! 

: 3. When playing DDR, wear @ 
i sweatband or cap, wear loose yet 
absorbent clothing and maybe bring 4 
mall towel. If you still find you're 

waying sweat all over onlookers, 
you might have some sort of gland 
‘lar condition, 


D22R ANIME INSIDER, 
So, are video games like Final Fantasy co 

: Sidered anime? | always sea it lumped into 

re daled Rasch 8s anime. Like, eiee H 
ji po ES ETT es nS, GREECE rou Showed aon Saree a fa www.stellviadvd.com www.geneonanimation.com 
meiasiderCaol com. Al submissions MUST locle the charsctar sames sod Ykp ny egeeen mrt Iston y | 6Gceneon Pioneer 
same and addres. fe the frst artist on your Mock to get our art print! Benet via cyberspace F. (0 Wsecefeundaton VTL 6 GENOA ENTERTAABUT ASA). ALL OTS RESERIED 
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eS HOSIFILES 


= —) (— i in x 4 
OGRE LIST Cheats : UAW: 
What are they saying? What do ly i jabs i AUS \ 
they mean? Find out here! Hi i 


~ : When*iferorDeaths’on'the 
sett Wy Yusuke Must Decide —ey 


i i mes. | patience ; Yusuke is in the midst of the greatest battle 
rood PaaS et eee werk ft you want of his life... and it’s a battle that even he 
When ma ee ‘con i to get to the knows he might not win! Realizing the 
‘you have 4 tattes, yor probably are one. od th ea 5 a | “happily ever end may be near, Koenma reveals a 
S{IYUU{SAI-yeo! A waice acter er actress. ned video gaming fter” part. secret of his own that just might 

sean Or been to | Mecra h Hed go00 reason for j, buy the heroes a few moments 

a con where there jthough. It’s that unresoive | to regroup. Will he let Koenma 

was no video game- jromantic cane. that keep, step in? Or will Yusuke seal 

based cosplay? The “{ aders oy viewers) comin, his own fate with one 

Final Fantasy series | back week after week. If Inuyashy crucial decision? 

has an edge it ind Kagome | were already pro. 

anime fans since the claiming their love for one anoth, 
ters = that er by episode three, a big chunk 

clearly have an of the story would fizzle right out. 

anime-esque design ; And the thousands of Inuya, 

to them, even if | female fans would hate Kago, 

they aren't strictly im for snagging Inuyasha instead of 

anime. The bound- wishing they were together, 

aries are pretty , | Wacky, huh? 

blurred. 

But Todd, just | And on that note, it’s time for 
for you, I'm going me to skedaddle. Could you pick 
to ban Squall Leonhart @ out the bad questions from the 
from the pages of this j i good? Good! Now get writing! If 
magazine. His sullen, j each and every one of you doesn't 
DiCaprio-ookin' keister is i write me one letter in the next 
banned, baby! | month, you're all in big trouble! 


Why dont Inuyasha end Kagome show | 
ther tue feelings for each other? | mean, | L— 
theyre always lookng out for each other | 
and tt seems ike there is a lot of romance 
happening between them! | 

Alondra Aispuro | —Tom Rod © 

Atlanta, GA | 
| Much lke Monkey D. Luffy, Tom Roots 
dream is to be the greatest leis" pee 
er ved! As long as he can man 
Macrae! Aral Hur, | pn er to wecknd 
A d 1) 

Inuyasha is k ov staeel| 
characterization. Met ren est IN T H E B LOOD 
rites sree but E 
pte dBase Available Now on DVD & VHS 


Battle recaps and previews now on 
Yusaky and 151 Wells Ave. 
Manatee Congers, NY 10920 www.yuyuhakusho.com 


you'd bet. or e-mail to 
of a lot of Animelnsider@aol.com 


Welcome to the wonderful world 
of Rumiko Takahashi, Alondra! 


hoonsed by 1 
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‘ONE PIECE’ AT A TIME 


The King of Pirates finally sets sail for America! 


t didnt make much international news, but in 1997, | The story, set ina fantastical world full of pirates, foloy, 


pirstes conquered Japan. Since then, these piretes have | young Monkey D. Luffy is his quest to be come the King ¢ 


} } Pirates. To do this, he must obtain the One Piece, the iy, 
Ed stolen over one billion dollars, and theyre on their way { mate treasure hidden by the legendary Gold Roger, Q, he 


to Amenica. | ; : 
Thank Skids Ertertammert for inviung them, since theyre ! plus side, he's eaten a Cursed Fruit, which gives its eater 
the ones who licensed One Piece—the ht anime whose | of countless magic powers. Luffy happened to snack ON the 
manga is currently senalized in Shonen Jump—to premiere | Gum-Gum Fruit, which now allows him to stretch, twist ond 
on ther FaxBox programming block on September 18. | expand his body ta ridiculous lengths. The cost for this pow 


is high, though, as those who eat the Cursed Fruit are 
rejected by the sea, and lose the ability to swim whatso- 
ever. This doesn't bother Luffy—nor does the fact he has 
no pirate crew and na ship! 

Nor will it stop Luffy from sailing to America’s Saturday 
morning, which producer John Kalish thinks will make a 
suitable home for a pirate king. ‘I think it would've been 
a shame if One Piece didn't get sort of programmed at 
a time where the widest amount of people as possible 
can see it,” said Kalish. One Piece is undoubtedly a mass- 
market property in Japan—since mangaka Elichiro Oda 
created One Piece in 1997, his epic saga has begotten 
33 manga volumes, over 200 TV episodes, five theatr- 
cal movies, eight video games and so much merchandise 
that there's a whole chain of stores (called “One Piece 
Shops’) in Japan to sell them—and there's no sign of any 
of em slowing down. 4Kids hopes that by putting Luffy and 
crew on Saturday mornings, it will give 
them a chance to replicate the success of their American 
Saturday morning forbears Pokémon and YuGHOh!. 

Although the series will need to be edited for American 
broadcast, One Piece-loving otaku don’t need to walk 
the plank: Kalish says 4Kids will be making the min+ 
mum amount of changes necessary to air One Piece 
‘on American TV. “I think the biggest challenge is really 
honoring the original series,” says Kalish. “There's no rea- in his mouthl 
son for us to change the names just for change’s sake. hand, sad soe ia big 
That being said, there are certain issues that | think for 
our audience that we need to be concerned about. Those fay ene 1 she 
things include depictions or embracing of any idea of smok- i / tevious, Miami is: the shig's navigator and oot 2 bad 
ing, drinking and certain kinds of acts of violence. We ; scrapper with her staff. Her 
want to be sure that we're not endorsing things that we pest vecaConl boweney is 
don't want kids in this country to be repeating.” thief—she meets. Latty and 

Thus Sanji (see sidebar], Luffy's crewmate who's never Lore while’! stealing’ tres” 
seen without a cigarette in the original Japanese version, cared freant saathea® pe 
will now be toting a sucker for American broadcast. “I \ although she won't acter = 
think ultimately, it comes down to the core issue of who 
these characters are,” said Kalish. “Is it the smoking that’s 
important, or is it sort of the attitude behind it? As long 
as we can preserve the identity of the character in a 
way that's still true to the core idea of who he is, 
smoking becomes not the issue as much as who he 
is, as far as personality is concerned.” 

As far as the Standards and Practices—the 
Federal Communication Commission rules which 
say what can and cannot be shown on American TV— 
goes, the U.S. release of One Piece cannot include 
smoking, drinking, excessive violence or explicit death, all 
of which appears in the original One Piece. 

Fans can rest assured that Toei Animation, who cre- 
ated the anime series in Japan, is taking an active role in 
overseeing the American production of One Piece. “Noth- 
ing major will happen without all the key players on this show , 
from Japan getting involved,” assured Kalish. “They even sy Sandal 
have approval on all character voices, although we've . As much as Zore 
really been on the same page with every choice so far. Any and Lulfy 
adjustments we need to make we're doing in concert with eat, a chef is an absolute necessi- 
our colleagues in Japan so that we don't, not to use a nau- ty, and that chef is Sanji, Rarely 
tical pun, 60 that we dont miss the boat when it comes seen without @ sucker in hi 
to maintaining the spirit of this show,” 

With 4Kids Entertainment's history of anime success, 


BOOT! CALL 


monkeys DB. LUFFS 
Maver seen without his trademark straw hat, 
Monkey 0. Loffy has one goal: to find the leg- 

endary treasere One Piece in arder to become 

J the King of the Pirates. Having eaten the Cum- 
Com Fruit, Luffy is a “rubber man’—he can 
stretch his limbs for 4 variety of crushing attacks, 

_ His hat was given to him by the pirate Shanks, when 


being a pirate like his dad Che: 
sailed with Shanks!l. (As) => 
ace with a cannon or 


got q 
tooth), the only thi 
8 prime timeslot and the sheer fact it’s Japan's biggest than cooking are 


Constantly love-struck (especially 
with Nami), Sanji is also a martial arts 
whiz, specializing in hicking.@ RB 


anime since Dragon Ball Z, Ona Piece willl likely find Amer. 
ica as easy to conquer as Japan was. And all viewers will 
need to do to find treasure is watch on September 18. 


act 4m ao B70 oO * + | 
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INSIDERNEWS+NOTES 


FIVE FO 


Anime Expo's top titles primed to explode next year 


a his July, over 25,000 otaku flooded into the Anaheim y combi 


ination of girls, guns, mecha and a great plot, our 


Convention center for the 2004 Anime Expo, and the | are in for a wild ride! We've had great success with 


8 only thing they wanted mone than merchandise was 
the new anime license announcements, Over 25 new shows | Burst 
were announced (see sidebar}, but weve distilled those down | 
and selected the top five hottest new senes you wont see | 


until you throw Out your calendar [or next year, whichever | the Norse god of mischief, has been exiled by his fellow 
comes first} 


would-be-chef answers 8 
want ad placed by Sei, 
Meg, Amy and Jo, four 
women who on the sur 
face appear to be your 


UP getting kidnapped by a 
bloodthinsty, murderous crim+ 
nal syndicste with a 
vendetta aganst the gris, 
he finds out thet this new 
0d wil be 8 kt more than 
edverused! 

“Gonzo is known for 
ther ewesome moture of 
2D and 3D digtal anima- 
‘ton and nch storyuelling,” 
stated Lance Heiskell, 
FUNimauon brand man- 
"With its 


MYSTICAL 


| 8 human chid, 
} 


Angel.” 


SLEUTH LOKI RAGNARO! 


consume human hearts. This pit 


Mayura who crashes her 


showing up, it’s clear 


for unknown reasons! 


world-famous mang: 


hits like Inuyasha 


transformed 


couple find love together! It’s uni 
Japanese storytelling as only Ri 


of Inuyasha, but c’mon—Rumiko Takah 
Soesn't do bad work! 


Super-powered hero opens a deteg. 
tive agency alongside 9 
mystery-obsessed girl named 


fang 


other Gonzo title, Kiddy Grade and we expect the same for 


Films) Lok, 


| for telling one too many bad jokes! Forced to take the form of 
Loki realizes that in onder to regain his usual 
form, hel have to collect the evil auras thet, 


Wi 


pursuit of his old heey Hel 
When ather Norse gods start 


they 


don't want to be friends; 
theyre trying to take Loki out 


ja-ka 
Rumiko Takahashi created 


and 


Ranma 1/2, she did a 
series of one-shot 
manga called Rumic 
World. These lesser- 
known works have been 


into 


anime via the 13-episode 

Rumiko Takahashi Anthology. 
The show's myriad topics range 
from the simple things in life like 
caring for 8 neighbor's frustrating pet to 
wild flights of fancy, like an old woman 
with ESP who's destined to help a young 


ique 


can do it, “Since Rumiko Takahashi | 
is 50 loved and respected by Amer 
Icen fans, we are lucky and excited to 
be involved,” said Geneon Entertain 
ment VP of Business Development Hide 
Goto, kt might not have the hard-hitting action @ 


ashi } 


j 


LS phe ond N y) 
RUMIKO TAKAHASHI ANTHOLOGY LOKI RAGNORAK BY 


Ss PED PRIN 3 (Bandai Entertainment) This hotly 
anticipated title from studio Bones (Cowboy Bebop, Wolf's 
Rain) is adored by legions of fans in Japan, and Bandai Enter- 

= tainment is set to toss it willynilly into America. The story 

8 follows a doomed princess named Pacifica who has the sin- 

$ gular misfortune of being named Harbinger of the End of 
the World as prophesized by the god Mazuel. The prophecy 
is said to come around on the advent of Pacifica's 16th 

5 birthday; it’s up to her sword-swinging brother Shannon and 
spelt-slingin' pal Racquel to save her from Mazuel's malevo- 
lent followers, who struggle to end her illfated life at every 
turn, “An exciting fantasy story with a unique twist, Scrapped 
Princess boasts excellent animation and a story that will 
leave viewers wanting more,” said producer Charles McCarter. 

j “Already a fan favorite, Scrapped Princess is well on its way 

@ to securing a prominent place in the lineup of unique and cre- 

} ative shows produced by Bones.” It's axe-throwing, 
magic-using, monsterfighting high fantasy at its finest! 


TENCHI MUYO! OVA 3 (FUNimation) It's kept anime fans 

up at night for too long—which girl does Tenchi pick? The 
i answer is finally settled in this third Tenchi Muyo OVA collec- 
= tion, as promised by creator Masaki Kajishima himself, 

} "We couldn't be more thrilled to have Tenchi Muyo!, the 
grandaddy of all harem anime shows to find a home at FUN- 
mation,” exclaimed Heiskell. “Tenchi Muyo! was one of shows 

* that first introduced many people to anime back in the mid 


‘90s, This third OVA series picks up right after where those | 


first two OVA series left off.” Tenchi's mother (as well as his 

future wife) makes a surprise appearance, and our heroic 

milquetoast finally makes his move and selects a bride! Will 
j it be mischievous space pirate Ryoko, her arch-nemesis the 
| prissy Ayeka, bubble headed Mihoshi or demure and frankly 
8 too young Sasami? Only Masaki Kajshima knows for sure...for 
a ors es oe) hy 
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LICENSED 
TO THRILL 


THE OTHER AX-ANNOUNCED TITLES 


DV Files likes to make aa impact at AX by announcing 5 slew 

of titles, and this year was so exception, incleding the mag- 

ical girl series Maburaho sed Yumeria; Conzs’s Gantz, a new 
Series that’s heavy on psychological berrer, and Gravion Zwei, the 
sequel to the bit series Gravion; the movie Saiyuki: Requiem, which 
Continues the adventures started in the TV series; the highty antici- 
pated movie Tree of Palme; Tactics; Eifin Lied, Detective Loki Ragnorak; 
Erementar Gerard; Marine Boy, Nella Kitty Asimation Theater; Moeya 
Ken; Legend of Moby Dick, Gilgamesh; KURAU; and Area 83 VAM 
Entertainment ended months of rampant speculation by anime fans 
by announcing plans to release the 25-episede TV series Haré+Cus 
and the OVA sequel Guu Deluxe, which will beth hit stores in 2005. 
While the deal hasa’t been finalized yet, company representatives 
also said they expect te seen sign an agreement ts release the Gus 
Final OVA as well... Bandai anssasced plass te release Dan Doh!!, a 
‘sports anime set im the highly competitive world of geil and the reman- 
tic comedy OVA Onegai Twins, 3 sequel te Please! Teacher...Seseen 
proudly announced the acquisitions of Saiyuki: Reload aad Saiyuki: 
Gunlock, both sequels to ADW's Saiywhé, the brand sew Shin Getter 
Robo OVA; Popotan, a TV series about three sisters and their android 
maid, afl of whom live in ¢ time-traveling beuse, ad the bilarices 
adventure series Earth Defense Family, which will be resemed The 
Daichis (after the title's lead characters} before its release in the 
U.S....Media Blasters has licensed the 
comedy Midori no Wibi...Finally, Right 
Stuf will rele: medy/ 


romance series Boys Be and —~ gy 


v5 OF SURMADER 


px 


INSIDERMEWS+NQOTES 


DEATH OF 
THE MONTH 


GASTON FROM ‘BERSERK’ 


It's bell on earth—iiterally! A ceremony started by the evil Sod Hand 
organization designed to ture Griffith, the leader of the heroic White 
Hawks, inte a demon has shrouded the world in darkness. Unforty- 
nately for Griffith's tesmmates, they must be sacrificed to complete manga wonders CLAMP (Chobits, ‘Sakura, 
the proceedings. Dee of them, Gaston, thinks he's one of the lucky sur- fF} Tsubasa) from pulling out all the stops for their 15% 
vivors...until be discovers that 2 demos's been living inside of him, anniversary. Happily, TOXYOPOR publishers of most of CLAMP's § 
Cee LL cleo be hereehed eke seetiatd seen i | series in the U.S., is bringing those stops to America. ° 
ie | TOKYOPOP will be publishing CLAMP No Kiseki: The Ultimate 
Ce dm Collection, as well es CLAMP’s North Side and South Side 
as the pasty little guy bursts forth, in a welcoming blosd shower, BEd. 0 Eee eee ee Rpm eit Rec as 
Well, better going out than in, we guess. Miguel Al. Esquivel TOKYOPOR,” said Susan Hale, director of public relations for 


| DUERHEARD instore 


Created specifically for their anniversary in Japan, CLAMP. 
Vora {0.be, doef) n the 14GOH! mange 


15th Anniversary goodies 


hey're not quite sweet sixteen yet, but that didn't stop 


No Kiseki is @ twelve-volume collection set be released over 
span of two years, Each publication will highlight a beloved 
manga from the group's repertoire with artwork and exclu- i 
ive, never-before-seen interviews. Every volume will also j 
| come packaged with three collectible chess pieces depicting i 
| favorite CLAMP characters. The first issue, spotlighting i 
Cardcaptor Sakura, is expectad to hit select 
stores spring 2005, 
f you can’t wait for the collection, 


Jn Wolf's Bain, there's #0 doubl about 
the gruff-asd-tumble Isume's fighting 


ait bbaloa’ sic the bas poe 989 through 2000, and will be avail- 


ble in January of 2005. The two 
ooks will offer exclusive materials, 


tool *This outfit is not oaly fun, Section for 


functional,” says Ruby Holiday, 


tine, “1a some circles, it could eves be 

jered the epitome of ‘coolness.’ Any self-respecting rocker 

will have at least one form of this outfit hanging in their closet,” Hol. 

iday to check your local thrift shops and retro clothing stores 
t jeve that Tsume style. & Zac Bertschy Foads Next year, when the 

their driver's license. ™ Elisa Lee 


Ree Orne, Won © 188 te ener ener, Wore 


TM Reckton © Kanto Tereta: Totyo Mew Mew © Koderahe, TV Ach/Totyo Mew Mew Commiioe; Gundem Sead © 2002 Sota Agency/Sunree 


THE MEU 
SCHOOL 


Learn the shocking secrets of 
the ‘Tokyo MewMew’ heroines 


y eing injected with endangered animal DNA may 
have given the girls of Tokyo MewMew special pow- 
ers, but not every animal attribute is good! If you've 

been watching MewMew on 4Kids' FoxBox (or reading the 
manga from TOKYOPOP), here's the side effects the show 
won't tell you! 


ICHIGO Brave but ditzy, Ichigo draws her 
powers from the Iriomote cat, a wildcat 
found only on the Japanese island Iri- 
omotejima. She combines her zest for 
teamwork with her Strawberry Bell Bell 
attack to drive back enemies. 

BEASTLY BURDEN: As an Iriomote cat, she’s secretly up all night 

stuffing her face with fruit bats and insects. 


MINT The rich and stuck up Mint would 

prefer nothing more than bossing around 

Ichigo all day long, even as an ultramarine 

lorikeet. Found only on two tiny islands in 

the world, it lends its powers to Mint in 

her Echo attacks. 

BEASTLY BURDEN: For someone constantly under attack from 
starving black rats, Mint sure is bratty. 


klutz shares her powers with the black 

finless porpoise, a rare animal that has 

@ bulbous melon on its head and lacks 

fins. Her special powers let her shoot 

beams out of a pair of castanets. 
BEASTLY BURDEN: It’s no surprise she's alvays dropping things— 
black finless porpoises have no limbs, 


y \' \ LETTUCE Extremely caring and shy, this 


PUDDING This hyperactive girl is aways 

getting into trouble. Helping out with her 

amazing gymnastic abilities, thanks to [ } 

powers she got from a fuzzy, tawny mon- 

key known as the golden lion tamarin. fF 

BEASTLY BURDEN: What the anime doesnt Ls = 
show you is Pudding’s long, gangly fingers, which she uses 
to dig into trees for grubs. Nummy! 


ZAKURO About as stuck up as Mint, this 
celebrity-turned-magical-gin prefers her 
own high company to anything involving the 
girls. Carrying around a whip, she’s able 
r¢ to launch slashing attacks because of her 
i union with the grey wolf... 
BEASTLY BURDEN: ...which is an animal known to raid a garbage 
can or two. i Bamboo Dong 
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LIP SERVICE 


ROCKIN’ WITH T.M.REVOLUTION, VOICE 
OF GUNDAM SEED’S MIGUEL AIMAN 


Whether it’s es a S-pop super- 
Star of the voice of ZAFT mobile 
Suit sce Miguel in Cusdam 
Seed, 1.M.Revelation knows 
how to make an impression. 
Between his clothing fine, rade 
show and numerous hit albums 
(available stateside from Tofa 
Records) we don’t know how 
the 34-year-old artist had time 


the director of Gandam Seed, is a fan of mine aod be used wy image 
when he created the character of Miguel. Se be told me that | could 
just be myself whes I tid the veicas 


Have you heard the English voice of Miguel yet? 
I thought [the U.S. version great, bet at the same tne 
I thought that, one day, I would waat te de the English version, tee! 


You're quite the rock star—whe are 
SEVENTH HEAVEN ALBUM your ical iat > 
© Xo * | Wiens Teas iitie, MIW was jest intre- 
> duced in Japan, so | grew op istenisg 
to Top 40 songs from the 1S. 25 well 
the music from the UL | was inte 


What's the difference between American and Japanese anime fans? 
In Japan, people grow ep with anime 2nd there are dozens of Uities 
aired on TV every week, so maybe we take anime fer granted. Maybe 
American people walue Japanese anime mort than the Japanese do. 


What's your faverite fead? 

l especially like Japanese feed, of course, but | feel ihe eating Amer~ 
ican food when I'm in America. So I've bees eating steak every day 
here! @ RE & ME 


‘MIGUEL AIMAN 


OUT OF THE POOL 


Here are the winners of A.l.’s 
2004 swimsuit contest! 


} my Ou Need three things 
Gag for ultimate fun in 
Ge the summer sun: 
beaches, bombshells end @& 
bikinis! While A.L cant help 
you Out on that first one, we 
brought you some of anime's 
hottest guys and gals on our website, 
and let you Choose who were the best, 
who were just busted. 

For the guys, Gundam Wing's 
Heero Yuy predictably decmated Aru 
manga Daioh's Mr. Kimura end 
GateKeepers’ Uiaya Shin wth an astounding BO per 
cent of the votes! Meanwhile, what started as a tght 
race between Evangelion’s Asuke Soryuu Langley and 
Tina Foster from Aj Yor Aoshi turned into another land- 
Side in favor of the angelic pit, who more than doubled 
Tina and poor Exce’’s combined votes. HIV’ 


ical form 20d cover all the lands is 
tartsess! Whea the soperéciormed 
land bighly marketable!) Bobbits 
tamed Furods accidentally finés the 
ring, 27s up to hie travel across Mato- 
Larth, todge the monstrous armues of 
Santon, resist the evil power of the 
King, and thes throw it inte the fires 
sf Doom-yama te end Sastos’s terror 
forever! Loctily, the task iss't os 
forete’s slender shoulders stone— 
he'll travel with bis best Mebbins 
friends, the super bithones eM! archer 
Regorass, and the powerful mahos- 
fi Condaretel IB 


| PT) hane | 
(0) Re our hags and 
. 12 : <a 
nead ror the anime snt 


JAPAN TOWNE ANIME FAIRE i and many more. If you're looking for a convention hook-up, 
(September 11-12, San Francisco, CA) | don't forget to check out the AWA Rose Ball. Ball gowns, suits 
Guests for the second annual convention include Tiffany | and powder blue tuxes are acceptable, but leave the leisure 
Grant (Evangelion) and singer/songwriter Moulann, among | suit at home. Nobody wants to see that. www.awa-con.com 
others. Attendees can look forward to the usual con events + 

like industry panels, cosplay and more. www.jatf.com | AN-MAGIC 

(October 1-3, Valencia, CA) 

ANIMEIOWA 28004 | Among the many guests are Hilary Haag (The Super Milk- 
(September 17-19, Des Moines, 10) | Chan Show}, Debbie Rabbai (His and Hers Crcumszances), 
Martian Successor Nadesico creator Kia Asamiya will be | and the industry guest of honor, ADV Films co-founder Matt 
on hand to meet fans, as will voice actors Monica Rial (Noir) | Greenfield. www.ani-magic.net 

and Greg Ayres (Full Metal Panic). Of course, the highlight : 
of the event is sure to be the annual Giant Pinata Snack | ONI-CON 

Down! www.animeiowa.com (October 22-24, Houston, TX) 

It’s Houston's first anime con, so H-Town otaku wil finally get the 
ANIME WEEKEND ATLANTA i chance to meet their favonte anime personaittes ike Kyle Hebert 
(September 24-26, Atlanta, GA) | (Dragon Ball 2), director Taliesin Jatie (Hellsing) and many more 
Hobnab with special quests like anime historian Fred Patten, | of the usual convention suspects. Plus rock out to JPop super. 
Kari Wahlgren (the voice of the titular Witch Hunter Robin), ; stars Duel Jewel, who will be performing two concerts, ncuding 
Mari lijima (the voice of Lynn Minmay in Robotech: Macross) : a special unplugged set! www.ont-con.com MC 


mune Toh ete tatinsenion Uae 


FEATURING THE VOICES Eire 
KIRSTEN OUNST, RICH. - 
AND ANJELICA HUSTO 


ERUIEW WITH KAENA’ 
F “KAENA” FEATURETTE 
* PREVIEWS 


September 7th! 


BORDERS 


BOOKS MUSIC MOVIES Cafe 
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Section 9 
Tachikoma 


Computer 
Shopper 


7 These gins 

ind Tamtfs as 
‘Encounter of Shadows’ operatives, giving them license 
to hunt down and capture intergalactic criminals. A par- 
ticular case that goes sour forces them to become 
fugitives, but this doesn't stop them from fighting evil 
(and looking damn good doing it). 


| 
Vv MoToka £ Bara 


ee 


: COMPLEX): Major Kusanagi 
and Batou are the top two operatives within Section 9, 
an elite combat force that serves major amounts of butt- 
kicking to the deadliest of electronic terrorists. There's 
a great deal of trust between these two, s0 it's common 
to see them joke around in a “battle of the sexes” fash- 
ion while they're off the clock. 


THE BATTLE BEGINS 

“It’s the perfect vintage!" Lumiere exclaims, pressing 
the bottle of red wine against her chest as if it were 
a newborn baby. Her partner, Eclair, walks alongside 
her with a thoroughly exhausted look upon her face 
as they make their way back to their ship, parked 
inconspicuously in a back alley where surety nobody 
would find it. 

"Who'd have thought it would only be available on 
Earth?" Eclair covers her mouth as she yawns, but 
she’s still happy to see Lumiere so excited, even if it 
was for a pretty silly reason 

As they near the ship, Eclair suddenly feels a shoot- 
ing pain as a surprise bullet lodges itself in her shoulder! 
Grabbing Lumiere’s hand, the two agents run for cover 
behind their ship's landing gears. 

Damn, those two are fast, Batou's baritone voice 
echoes within Kusanagi’s mind through their electronic 
communication link. And pretty cute, he adds. 
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LAST MMAfl 
TANDING 


Sepa, farth QELS Pane inci 
ah™D ww 
CATED sonnerschiag 
i XXII 8 
The Laughing Dvergr 


The two Section 9 members are currently located 
on the rooftops of two different buildings nearby, sent 
to investigate numerous reports of a suspicious uniden- 
tified jet in the area. 

Focus, snaps Kusanagi curtly. I'm moving in to detain 
them. Cover me! 

Roger that, Major! 

Kusanagi somersaults off of the building and lands 
just as a stream of energy along the ground makes cor 
tact with her. Warnings scream in her mund as ail of her 
body's firewalls are breached. Batou, watch out! 

“Major!” yells Batou aloud, leaping from his cover to 
escue the paralyzed Motoko, but is stopped short when 
Eclair bursts at him: he barely ducks @ punch far more 
powerful than her size indicates. 

The two trade punches and jocks, whe Motoko fights 
the assailant in her mind. Lurmere must concentrate as 
Motoko tnes desperately to rewnte and close her brain 
to the girl, but she's no match for Lurmere’s superhuman 
ability. Motoko can only utter a curse before Lumiere 
gives her brain a small shock. enough to knock her out 
for the next hour. 


THE WINTAH: 

“Major!* screams Batou again, as Mctoko slumps to the 
ground. It’s ail the tne Ecias neecs to whip out her lip- 
suck, and lassoing & around the huge Secton 3 member 
to render him immobile. 

“Don’t worry; she’s not hurt,” smiles Eclair to Batou, 
who only grunts. As the ES members walk back to Don- 
nersclag, Eclair winces at her bullet wound. “I hope that 
wine is worth it.” e 


“You have no idea,” sighs Lurmere. 
Who do you want to see fight? e-mail us your ideas at 
Animelnsider@aol.com! 


ENTER THE SPACE RACE 
AS EARTH STRUGGLES TO 
STOP A REAL DEATH STAR 


- B he fate of hurnanity is in the hands of teenagers. 
Agan. 
Sound familar? Think again! Stella [released 

Ee) = in 2003 & Japan as Stella of the Unverse) was 
voted one of the Top 10 anime of the year according to 
Japanese fans, and that's not because & follows the same 
Old formula. 

t's 2355, and almost all of humanity is already dead, 
killed by 8 supernove called the First Wave nearly two Cerr & 
tumes ago. The bad news is that the same supernova's 
‘Second shockwave is Commng—quck—end i's even bigger, bad- 
Ger and deadlier than the last. The remaining population is 
‘Stull scrambling to find @ way to survive, but there are so 
few people left that even lads are drafted into the Great Mis- 
Sion, the crucial step in Earth's salvation. Enter Shima 
Katase—e young teen whose programming skills have landed 
her 8 role onboard the Steliva, one of the six space sta- 
tuons standing between Earth and annihilation 

In this tale of Shima and her comrades’ struggle to 
save humanity, director Tatsuo Sato and studio Xebec 
(Shaman King. Mao-Chan) have created @ ScHfi story that's 
8S entertainingly epic @5 f IS intensely personal. It you 
Still haven't planned to set @ course for the stars of 
Steliva when Geneon releases it stateside this September, FREDeaerana spa 
here are five reasons you should is dismsed, the Stevia crew 


enjoys 4 Wt ime in wacwum 


1. AN ANIME CLICHE THAT BREAKS THE MOLD | kids. If rea! teens were put in charge of saving the earth, 
Internationally lauded director Sato has aieady mastered | theyd freak out—which is what they do in Stellvial Like the hit 
Scifi with the fanfavonte Madesico, and entertained legions | Fox senes The O.C,, the Stella crew ages, fighting hormones 


with Azumanga Daioh. As weer and director of Stelina, he | and inexperience as well as discriminating adults and the | 


takes the best parts of bath and sects the tired teensin- | encroaching threat of adolescent insanity. Best of all, the mas 
Space genre wth fresh blood. By focusing on the characters | terful writing sounds like you're back in your High School 
‘and making the setung 8s believable es possible, Svellva is | lunchroom—the dialogue so conveys the reality of the teenag@ 
Nothing ff not fresh. Gato hes created @ show 86 Clever as | enstence, tt might hit too close to home, 


Nadesico but as personal and mowing as Azumanga Daioh. | 
| 3, SOME SERIOUSLY SATISFYING SCIFI 


2. ITS THE 0.C.' GONE ANIME | if you're @ serous space cace, th F 
5 se, Suali show for 
There's really no Such thing as 8 realistic anime series about | you. Perfect for technophiles pity: h eae the 


nime +n weraawmerere 


‘SNIMA KATASE: AN Shima wented to do was go 


into space, and her dream was realized spon 
her acceptance into Stelivia. Discovered to be a 
genivs in computers and logic, she ends op 
being the cornerstone in Earth's defense plans. 
KOUTA OTOYAMA: Geiet and reserved, Neuta 
becomes the academic star of Stellvia, 


~ 
friend, Ariea is insanely energetic and friendly. 
Not particularly good at soything, she strives Tb 


Ne 


scifi babble that usually makes other series incompreher- 
sible has been handled with grace and clarity in Stella. 
The technology featured in the show [see sidebar] is belie 
able, totally awesome and best of all, understandable. Even 
the planet-wide shield humanity hopes will block the super- 
nova is explained and makes sense. And don't worry; if 
you're not into scHfi... 


4. IT'LL ROMANCE YOUR SPACESUIT OFF Ni > 
Oh, the drama! The relationships in Stellvia are sure to ie ap 
touch even the blackest of hearts. Watching Shima meet, YAYO! FUJISAWA—Voyoi knows a lot about bow 


fall for and fight with fellow crewmate Kouta Otoyama is like peek een ee eee se 
watching an intergalactic version of His & Her has repeatien be (rade remein olnown IS B55 | 
Circumstances. The romance is so natural, so touch- = 


ing and so realistically messy that you'll be rooting 


for them to get together rather than praying for the TEGH SPECS 


survival of humanity. 


THE SCHFI GOODIES OF “‘STELLINA 


5. TWO WORDS: SPACE NINJAS 

The greer-haired, masked Shirogane Jinrai 
may look like an idiot, but if he doesn't 
want to be seen, you can't 
find him. As the space-bound 
Ninja of the Stellvia crew, Jin- 
rai has no laser katana, no 
electricity-spewing throw- 
ing stars—and he doesn't 
need them, as the teacher 
skulks about the Stellvia, hiding 
in shadows, appearing out of 
nowhere and basically 
creeping out all the kids. 
His weapon is his comedic 
timing, which he wields 
silently and to devastatingly 
hilarious effect. a 


INFINITY: “tnfi® for short, the Infinity is 
the height of human techaelogical 
advancement: a human-shaped spaceship. 
Built as one af the only weapons of war in 


Contributing writer Dillon 
Font has never seen 
@ space ninja, but 
was once mugged 
by a cosmic karate 
brown belt. 


THE GREAT WALL: Earth's defense plan against the 


‘system, If enough coverage and energy is used at 
different points in the solar system, the shech~ 
wave will be weak enough that it'll pass Earth =" 
harmless, That's the plan, amyway... ml DF 
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OTOG! ZOUSHI 


COOL JAPANESE HISTORY THE PRODUCTION |.G Way 


yes S72 AD. The pisce: Kyoto. the cantal of Rather than following the old stories verbatim, the series 
span. The probien: fetanes. plaques and whises | uses the legendary acventures chronicled by the Otogi Zoushi 
of rebellion sgsinst sn imcressngy Mdiferent enis- | to fievor the action. Raiko is protected by her faithful body. 
tocrecy popuisted by 8 Orandnew cisss of wemnors called | guard, Watanabe no Tsuna [in the stores, one of Raikos 
samursi and = pack o mystc pests celled Onmyoj who | generals). Later in the series she’s joined on her quest by 
je for absote police! cortral ‘onmyoji Abe no Seimei (famed mystic and astronomer] and 
Welcome to Ging Zoushi While t's the name of the | the handsome Manssikaru, encountering untold danger in 
their search for the jewel. The real catch 
happens when Hikaru starts to fall for Man. 
saikaru—but can’t risk revealing her 
true identity! 
if you're intimidated by all this history, dont 
be—Production I.G promises it'll be as enter. | 


taining as the original stories. “It focuses on the 
heart-rending feelings of a girl, but with the exct- 
ing sword batues of a Japanese period drama,” 
suggests Yoshiki Sakurai, who last 
penned episodes of GITS:SAC. “Hikaru is inter. 
sung because she can't reveal her true identity 
or nature. She needs to lie about her feelings and 
fight against others. | feel for the way in which 
she struggles with herself—mentally and } 
psychologically.” 

Ozogi Zoushi has already premiered to rave I 
reviews, and between its epic adventure and | 
the fact it's made by Production !.G, you can 
bet your bottom yen Otogi Zoushi will be licensed 
for America as soon as |.G says it’s okay. Until 
then, youll have to settle for daydreaming in 
history class. @ 


newest TV senes fom the acciemed stucic Production LG | To*y9 correspondent Andrez Bergen once journeyed across 
(Grose in the She Stand Alone Complex. Love Hing). t's wye to find a magic bulb of light to save his kitchen 
iso Jepen's equesiert to te ses of King Acer Sanne | “07 Comes. 
Hee perod, mown as « cura reresssance bit iso for 


apne ere A A GLANCE 


senes draws on specific Crom Zousti about samurai | Reqs Alleiui 

WManamcto no Reko and tes compermons © ther quest to TOG! /Z0USHI eb 

nd medevd Kynn Of Semone. These wales Croniced te my- | Bhs Pe Peed en | 

iad advertares of Falko's hevoc bend 26 they exceevored to | Bay a aT + 

save the nation. The only dHerence beoween the bethumen | Pata en a en eB Pe al 

legends and the Crop Zousts [e0de from, you now, the | Panmmephenbpen bead cil) 

en ee me cae eee | SOY: Noch Sakurai (Ghost la The Shell: Stand Alone Complies) 

people are af reat ORIGINAL CHARACTER CONCEPT: Shou Tajima (Ail! Bil) 
ee eM penne oe DESIGNER/ANIMATION DIRECTOR: | 

Kpac’s irpena Court orders Rak to ind 2 legendary pod Kise (Ghost ia the Shell 2: anocence & Blood: The Last Vamp" 


CAST: Minamoto 90 Wikare: Marriatte > OF THR CAMS 

rumored to hold the power that could save the courtry from | [earaes - Kanie} Micssows {[liri | Mer t's UST ONE OF THE GUNS 
; Watanabe no Tsuna: Kenta in Wo = 

fs ils. But when Pao hensef tals @ ack woh the plaque, | (ara neers ia A Pi rcere Heats Dy; peaberpapen iad ira aprat 


fis youngest acter Hikaru Geguses herseff 26 her sarura: | . i 
brother and sets of on @ meson to locte the gem. sense fe Bosgy ares Mii Kare Weber jn Fol Metal Poni, Mitt! 


aor -« ns omré¢is 


Scanned with CamScanner 


Bit Rebecce Bucy 


Take a look into Inuyasha’s terrifying future and see 
the enemies that could bring him to his knees! 


e’s beloved by thousands of fangirls. He’s a 

TV star on both sides of the Pacific. Heck, 

he even wields the most powerful sword in 

all of feudal Japan. But it still sucks to be Inuyasha. 
Why? Because as powerful as anime’s favorite 
dog-demon is, he’s not been able to defeat the evil 
Naraku in any of the 70-some episodes of Inuyasha 
that have aired on Cartoon Network so far. The bad 
news is that over 160 /nuyasha episodes have aired 
in Japan—and Naraku is still scheming like mad to get 


HE CAT CLAN 


First appears in episode 75 

BIO: Fifty years ago, the Cat Clan (or Hyounekozoku in 
Japanese) was a powerful family that threatened to take 
over Japan. Inuyasha’s father and brother Sesshomaru 
had other ide eir father defeated Oyakata and sealed 
him away, forcing the Cat Clan to scatter. Over the years, 
clan members Koura, Shuran, Shuuran and Karren regroup 
with the intention of not only exacting their revenge upon 
Sesshomeru and his half-brother Inuyasha, but to also 
free Oyakata from his forced slumber. By capturing Kagome 
and using her collection of Sacred Jewel shards, these 
cats are able to bring their leader back to face off against 
the demen dog brothers and their companions. 
POWEWS: Koura wields ice magic, Shuuran controls 
flames, Karren uses the elemunts of earth, and Shuran 
can summon lightning. Oyakate's pr is being gigantic 
and ridiculously strong. 

MOST DASTi0LY 228: When Oysksta is , he 
requires flesh and souls to rejuvenate his powers. The good 
guyS fend him and the ather cat demons off, so in an act of treach- 
ery he consumes the souls of his own family to feed his hunger! 


ENTEI AND 
RENGOKUKI 


First appear in episode !41 
BIO: Entei, a proud and highly sought after demon horse, 
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a hold of the shards of the Sacred Jewel. To make 
matters worse, for all the demons Inuyasha, time- 
traveling schoolgirl Kagome and their crew have van- 
quished, the enemies they have yet to face make 
Naraku and Inuyasha’a full-demon brother 
Sesshomaru look like puppies! 

Needless to say, if you want to keep Inuyasha’s 
adventures a surprise, you'd better stop reading now! 
If you want to see the future, all you have to do is read 
on, but be warned—the future isn’t pretty! 


decided one day to hold a competition. 
Everyone would fight each other 

to the death and whoever 
remained would become his 

rider. Rengokuki was the last 
remaining and the two of 

them went on a vicious killing 

spree before being sealed | 

away by a powerful priest. § 

When the priest is killed 

by Hakudoshi, the horse 
and rider are free to 
terrorize Japan 
once more. 
POWERS: 

Entei's lightning- 

fast speed and 

earth shattering 
energy attacks make it nearly 
impossible for anyone to 
damage this horse. His 
rider, Rengokuki, 
wields a weapon _ 
that unleashes “ 2G 
fireballs at { 4 

his enemy. \ 
MOST DAS- 
TARDLY DEED: 

Entei and Rengokuki 

love to commit acts 

of random cruelty. 


ey 


of Naraku, Hakuggee™ 
armed with incregy® 
speed and strengtiy ible 
ing him a fear 


fighter—but hy 


Oh one of ther ndes. they find 8 SD 
small, peaceful village. end kill A 
everyone im R—qust for looks. i 


HAKUSHIN | 


Arst anpes: in epsoce 2 \ 
BIO: hy ie. Hakushn wes 8 power 
pmest who devoted hrs Ife to hesing 7 
the sick and protactng the nesrby ve f 
tage. On his desth bed Hsiushn 4 
deoded to become 8 kang Bu. 
dha to protect the frith 
villagers even ster wa 

ea nhsf&eronets / 

of Be however: Haas 


HOSENKI 
THE ELDER 


First appears In episode 15S 

B10: The late Hosenki was an old friend of 
Inuyasha’s father, and was the creator of the 
magical black pearl that allowed Inuyasha and 
Sesshomaru to visit their father’s grave. In 
an attempt to protect the final shard from 
evil, Hosenki consumed the shard himself— 
a bad idea, as it corrupted him. Hosenki watts - > 


less 
ie 


; 


cross his path, Hakushin 
mercilessly beheads a 
whole gang of demons 
including one peaceful one, 
then laughs gleefully ag the 


— 


in Inuyasha's father's graveyard, destroying 
anyone who tries to steal the precious shard. 
POWERS: Known as the jewel demon, 
Hosenki unleashes a flood of diamond spears 


a to 6 y sar heotees T wanders upon his enemies. 
= a D into a village and is beaten ss 
Teseted the wlaoss death by the villagers 2 MOST DASTARDLY DEED: The unsus- a 
tor a wasted tite. i pecting Inuyasha is happy to see his father’s MSU TSCt aa prc 
wich wes when friend, but he’s far less happy when dozens Labeplly A 
neu et 


of Hosenki's spears tear through his flesh, 
nearly putting him in his own grave! 


Nooo sitesi nad’ 
Cleared hen 8 Chace 
lve agen es hes sevet. 
Umey comusted bya shed 


90 Sere J phn | 8 HOSHIONI 
wormesheee worcstom AND THE 

POWERS: 4s 2 bwng Buddha, Hetushin has J BEA 

Mmabie ore beng a baer that can purty First appear in 

ary demon utd notnng rerens. episode 137 

MOST DASTAROLY DEED: Hausw's BIO: Long ago, Hoshioni and his 

ed © by prory—deceuse of hs prexectve < lover Sukione, a human priestess, 

tamer, Neranu hed enough ume to not only fought alongside each other to 

i recover from tes wounds but aiso grow in fa -_, destroy the demons that plagued their 

j STEN as citar 8 new body enading fu countryside. Desiring more power, 
him to Comme courtiess more mesdeeds. “Se Hoshioni ordered the halberd of 

Heaven and Earth created. Reak 


HAKUBOSHI \_ izing that the weapon brought 


t out Hoshioni's demon side, 
First appears in episode 124 & Sukione sacrificed herself 
BIO: ther Nras tert & Mort Haare, ™ to seal Hoshioni away and 
Narec!s servet Kage tees wth 8 mysterious split the weapon into two. 
{ baby in her arms. However, shortly ater ther Now Hoshioni has returned ©» 
H estape the baby begns to order Kagure wound— with his minions—fcur 
{ and start posseserig press # Bn ete to find ninjas, named after the lea [ 
DO) the fret shard of the Secret Jewet One preg [ endary Heavenly Beasts—to 
thes to wre beck ot the Ol baby rd menayes reclaim his weapon. 
scbrscschg dear ee One of the halves POWERS: These four have 
{ Pleo geact roid fark abilities that relate to their 
papas itor aa shape namesakes: Genbu's crushing 
a - foome slay als este pot blow, Suzaku's flames, within a particular town, Abi attacks 


i Seiryuu’s sharp scale attack, ) it and kills every man, woman, 
obtaieng the demon horse Entu, Hey roen the von . . Be tout 
] _ murdeneg en, tep6 1 thee path and Byakko's claws. Hoshioni's CANNON FoD! and child in an attempt to root ou 


power lies within his weapon, Renkotsu is side, the secret. 


the Halberd of Heaven and Earth, which holds ines- | 
timable power. 

MOST DASTARDLY DEED: Hoshioni kidnaps Kagome 
to force her to repair the Halberd, but the evil swordsman 
has no problem using the teenage gin! as a human shield | 
to prevent Inuyasha and crew from stopping him. 


PRINCESS 
ABI AND 
TEKKEI 


First appear in 

episode 147 
BIO: Princess Abi has been 
stealing people's blood, but she 
thinks it’s for a good cause. He 
mother, Tekkei, has been poisoned, and 
they only way to cure her is with plenty of 
W blood. In order to procure it, Abi sends out 
ber legion of birds—huge, blood-sucking, ptero- 
dactyHike birds—to terrorize the countryside, 
burn whole villages the ground and suck the 
villagers dry. 

POWERS: Abi can create fire from thin air, 
while her mother's massive size and giant 
appetite take care of any enemies in their way. 
Plus, did you read the part about their army 
of blood-sucking birds? 

MOST DASTARDLY DEED: Think- 
ing that Naraku is hiding something 


ep, ansmew 


Hi 
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THE GREAT, ESCAPES: 


Why won't Naraku just die already? 


For over 1160 episodes, Inuyasha and Kagome have chased 
the vilain Nareku, and nearly kklled him on countless 0008: 
sions. Narsky has always managed to slip away at the 
last instant, to torment our heroes for another season. 
Here are his closest cells! 


PUPPET SHOW = 
Ater learning thet Naneku ticked Sango 8nd that wes 
= 2 -_ 
“Tetsusaign sword. 


UTHE ESCAPE, It wesn’t 
Neraku st alll The coward 


<< / “was lounging in his temple 
A Sf ee ‘of his Naraku 
Puppets aed the drty work for him 


BULLSEYE 
eecina pana 


forevert 
THE ESCAPE, At, the last 
inatant, Neraku opens @ por 


; » 
ae IS 
ta to the bang word, where the arrow fohons hem 

the arrow hits Hakudoshi instead. Foked egan! mi Rs 


anim # in@mr+1gcerrig 


the who Walled off her family, 


R SEVEN From top (but not from evil 
Kyokotsu, Ginkotsu, Renkotsu, 
Jakotsu, Bankotsu and Mukotsu, 


THE SHICHININTAI 


First appear in episode 102 

BIO: The Shichinintai were formed during the most brutal penod 
in the Wamnng Era. Onginally seven extraordinary humans— 
Kyokotsu, Jaketsu, Mukotsu, Renkotsu, Bankotsu, Ginkotsu and 
Suikotsu—they bonded to form a family of assassins that took any 
9b so long as it paid well and gave them a chance to kill plenty 
Of people. Ther ruthlessness earned them the distrust of their 
employer, who betrayed and killed them. Out of fear and respect 
for the ‘brothers,’ the former employer buried their remains at 
‘the bottom of Mount Hakurei. Needing to distract Inuyasha while 
he recovers inside the mountain, Naraku resurrects the Shr 
Chnintai by giving one shard to each of the assassins, and two 
for ther leader, Bankotsu, Desiring nothing more than to kil 
gan, the Shichininta gady accept the chance to live once more. 
POWERS: Kyootsu, the massive giant, relics on brut 
strength while Ginkotsu’s strength comes fram his wide of 
\westem weapons. Renkotsu spavms flame as easily as Mukots4 
welds his essortment of deadly poisons. The final three depend 
on weapons for their strength: Jakatsu has a snakedike sword. 


aie pspad metal claws and Bankotsu uses his hug? 
. Tyu, al 5 i : 
MOST DASTA nd its Ryuuraisen lightning attack. 


ROLY DEEDS: There's plenty of ‘e™ 
Sm canmints on how cute Inuyasha’s dog ears are 6” 
peed i) Off; faux doctor Suikotsu murders his 
from fees Renkotsu is so low he steals the Jewel sho! 
brothers, killing them, for his own gain! 


N.Y.-based freelance 
deed: spoiling her ipa iter Rebecca Bundys most dasta’dy 


er with ice cream! The horror! 


InnVashaTCG.com 
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ANIME INSIDER INVESTIGATES 
AL CHARACTERS 


— HE UNUSU 


OF SATOSHI KON’; 
NEWEST SMASH 


| 


fe me Age © Seas an # MAOMGUSE Po won hoe C 


oz 


assault victims are related 
of reason to have caused the 
Kon's works 


SL —— 


HARUMI CHOUNEG (Ep. 3) 


HER DEAL: An attractive gin, Harumi is Yuichi Taire’s private = 


‘tutor. After hours, she argues 
relentlessly with Maria, a free- 


alterego /. geting more 
and more desperate as she pre- 
pares to get marnied—but Maria 
seems to have the upper hand. 
Her therapist cant seem to help, 
but that’s okay—her problem is nothing that an alurninum bat 
to the back of the head cant cure. 
OUR VERDICT: Harumis problem is certainty unique, and 
her two personalities truly hate each other, but it wouldnt make 
any sense for her to fabricate an attack. She's trying desper- 
ately to draw attention away from herself. 


MASAMI HIRUKAWA (Ep. 4) 
HIS DEAL: He has a nice 
job as district chief of police, 
@ devoted wife and chart § 
ing daughter, and a, 
newlybuit home. He also 
enjoys trading stories with 
the local yakuza, getting 
drunk as a skunk, and 
sleeping with expensive 
Prostitutes (Maria is his 
favorite), Driven to 
extreme cir 


Scanned with CamScanner 


= QUR VERDICT: As shady as Hirukawa's background 1s, it 
seems much toa convenient that the Slugger tock him out. 


More likely is that one of his mob “buddies” took a bat to him, 
and he used the Slugger story for cover. 


| TAEKO HIRUKAWA (€p.5) 

Harumis multiple personality dis- : HER DEAL: Inspector Hirukawa’s daughter Taeko is stable 

order! She battles her floazy 
relertiessly 


and happy—her parents 
provide for her every 
nesd. Sul, she yearns for 
the past: even though her 
familys odd apartment was: 
cramped and poor, she 
misses & One day whie FF 


an awh secret—a secret 
that drives a wedge 
between herself and her family. Now instead of resenting her 
family's new house, Tako schvely wants to destroy Be care 
ful what you wish for, Taeko, because you just got smacked 
with @ bat! 
DUR VERDICT: t's hard to take Taeko's word for anything. 
because after waking up in the hospital, she cant remember 
anything. However, it seems 
more likely she'd take the bat to 
her family before her seif—she 
seems to be telling the truth. 


MRS. KAMOHARA 
(Ep. 8) 
HER DEAL: The wife of a 


CRITICAL MASS 


MAJOR MOVIE CRITICS WEIGH IN ON 
SATOSHI KON'S FLICKS 


{f you're looking for another reason to check out Para- 
noia Agent, maybe the critical acclaim Kon's films have 
garnered will sway you, A./, talked to some of the 
nation's top movie critics to get their thoughts on Kon's 
psychologically challenging films, MT 


(DREAMWORKS SKE) 
filmmaker Genya 


Documentary 
Tachibana is about te interview the studia's 
(greatest star, Chiyoke Fajwara. Fajwara's 
story is more than Tachibana and his 
bored cameraman Ida bargain for; 2s 
she traces her personal history as a 
actress, the two mes find themselves fit- 
erally draue into ber lte—but how can even 
Chiyoke tell the difference between her 
Teal ide and her movie roles? 


"Millesaiom Actress 

is of the few )) 
movies I've seen that 
seems stterly without 
precedest. It's s movie about 
movies, su there are echoes 
and bits of resonance that you 


11 HO SILVER Copeha charges 
torte 2 one of Udicomane Actress’ 
Hiaghts of hentany, 


| aghyrereapath af 

enjoyably creepy ONG Tamfetchag jt 

6 feclewr ty ster to make snide remarks ang. bi 

oe legends with Li Slugger cost as the oot 

gtale U stories ium real when Mrs, Komaki 
is ontically wounded by Lil’ Slugger, 

1 VERDICT: Instead of mourning her husband's ijn 

ha Kamohara seems to just talk about how it wag aly 


r ‘ ably just looking for more 
Stugger's faut. She's beset ‘om herself, el) 


KOZUKA x5) ‘is 
HIS DEAL: The news reports that the lugger had 
caught, and he's grade school been 
student Makoto Kozuka, But 
Makoto is also the Holy War- 
rior, a fearsome swordsman 
dedicated to saving people from 
horrible monsters! With his 
magic boots (rollerblades) and 
sword (bat), the Holy Warnor 
smites the ternble monsters 
(random bystanders) and 
restores peace to the land! The 
police humor him, but have a hard time cutung through his 
bvarre rhetonc. 
OUR VERDICT: This kid is cleverer than he seems—he could 
be angling to plead insanity, There's no doubt that at some of 
the attacks ere his fault, but which? 


TSUKIKIRO SAGI (Ep. 1) 
HER DEAL: The quiet Tsukikiro is a character designer whose 
Cute 'n cuddly character 
Maromi has really taken 
off. Unfortunately for 
Tsukikiro, her bosses prod. 
her relentlessly to come up. 
with the next successful 
F Wi: character, As the pressure 
A mounts, Tsukikiro starts to 
N < " imagine her Maromi doll 
s YY 4g talking to her—even giving 
RK advice...which is when @ 
7 ratty kid on rollerblades bashes her leg with bent 
aa aluminum bat before making off into the 
¥ 47 OUR VERDICT: Only Tsukikiro saw her attacker, but 
ts her description of the Lil’ Slugger that’s grabbed the 
meds attenton. While violent, the attack certainly 
her deadine to create a new character, We don't trust het 
because we don’t trust Maromi! 


NAYOKI SARUTA (Ep. 10) 
HIS DEAL: This poor idiot is 

the office panah at a strug: | | i" 
gling animation studio, The ime 3 
studio should be doing better, 

‘once theyve just started work 

On @ cartoon adaptation of 
Maromi, but the staff are 


uadsciplined and quarrel con- 
Start Sarvta is of absolitely I | (A, 
7a heb to anyone, spending fil { My 
Cae fouling up the work of _ 
pide ee on the job, His coworkers call him ‘monk 
wuming epi im hy incompetence: Then i! 
F. ad, a e 
vide Sarvta remsing uneod Taig the hands of Lil { 


F tm 


OUR VERDICT: insulted and ignored, Seruta has all the 
reason in the world to hate his coworkers. Besides, vy vould 
Lil’ Slugger choose ta leave him alone? 


YUUICHI TAIRA (Ey. 2) 
P peeeneeeens HIS DEAL: A handsome, 
multi-talented schoolboy, 
Yuuichi's nickname is ‘Ichi,’ 
because he’s number one, 
baty/ Trouble comes because 
Ichi loves rollerblading to school 
and is great at baseball, so 
when stories of a kid on 
rollerblades beating people up 
with a bat start circulating, all 
of Ichis friends and neighbors 


I] give him the cold shoulder: Yuuichi blames t on his rival Shogo, 


and becomes intensely paranoid. When Shogo is attacked by 
the Slugger, all fingers point to Yuuichi—so he's nothing but 
relieved when he's attacked himself! 


OUR VERDICT: This kid is dirty. It’s all too easy to believe he | 
clocked the new kid to take the heat off of himself; plus the base- [ 
ball cab and gold rollerblades seem more than a coincidence. | 


ZEBRA, FUYUMACHI & KAMOME (Ep. 8) 
THEIR DEAL: “Zebra” is a tall, quiet man with a kind face and 
a ponytail, “Fuyubachi” is an older man with a mustache and a 
Ben Franklin haircut, 

“Kamome” is an 

adorable little girl 

They've all agreed to 

commit suicide 

together, but Zebra 

and Fuyubachi are 

flummoxed both by 

Kamome's young age 

and by her dauntless, |F 

even cheerful attitude 

towards death. The trio can't really commit to the idea of off- 
ing themselves—they prefer to think about how cool it would 
be if the legendary Lil’ Slugger showed up and punched their 
clocks himself. Then the Slugger obliges! 

OUR VERDICT: These guys are werrdoes. There's no telling what. 
they saw out in the woods—we don't trust any of ‘em, espe- 
cally the Iitle girl. Plus, if theyre willing to commit suicide, theyre 
more than willing to beat themselves up with baseball bats. 


THE OLD MAN 
HIS DEAL: Seen in every episode, the old man begins the 
x — show by spouting seemingly 
f . random non-sequiturs—but 
during the episodes, this senile 
codger is scribbling incom- 
prehensible mathematical 
equations in chalk on the side- 
walk in front of the train station. 
Look closely, and you'll see his 
formulas appear to have to do 
with the Slugger's victims! 
OUR VERDICT: Maybe he's 
senile, but he must know more than he's letting on! Besides, 
his crinkly hair kinda looks like the Lil’ Slugger’s, and he's about 
the right size...but can he rollerblade? @ 


ee eee 
You can see freelance wnter Mike Toole in gold rollerblades in 
his one-man production of Starlight Express. 


CRITICAL MASS contcued 


MAJOR MOVIE CRITICS WEIGH IM ON SATOSHI KON’S FLICKS, 


precision—a 
with Hitchcock, you 
get the feeling that 


| Satoshi Kon can do 


) remade in live action, it would 


ir slash nacessardy be feasible: ts stat 


Gin, Hana, and 
have given up on [ife; Gin is an alcoholic failure; Hana, a wash 
queen; Miyuki, a troubled teenager. The discovery of a baby in a dum 
ster unexpectedly unites them and sends them on a Christmas quest 
track down the baby’s parents. 


THE GODFATHERS Gia, Hana 20d Miyuki revel 
la horror at... you, apparenthy. 


“{Tokyo Godfathers) is it's own thing, and comparing c 
movies sells it short. The surface narrative brutally undercuts traditional 
Seasonal stereotypes, yet by film's end familial bonds, albeit unconven- 
tional ones, have been solidified and affirmed. My favorite aspect of 
Satoshi Kon's films is that they've told me a story I did nat expect and was 
‘ot able to predict. When you see 2s many films as | do, the element of 
‘Surprise counts for a lot.” — Luke ¥. Thompson (Mew Times) 
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the only thing stopping an 

infernal invasion is one nun. 

several guns and a semi-rete med 
demon. €¢ mgicin the -Chrone Crusade” 
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teed cate, tet they den mess creet gg 


1. PILOT 

Under orders fom saufty head nun Sster Kate, Catholic exorcst 
Rosette Crnstagher end her femal (but fnendly) demon fami 
te Cron tale © 2 gosrtic demon who's on the rampage at 
the harbor! Things look gm when the demon proves too strong 
for Rosette’s specel Sacred bullets, but a special new Catholic 
calber—the Gospe! bullet—takes him down in short order. 


2. THE CONTRACTOR 


Roseme's gun. outitted wth a ‘Spr’ bullet that contains 
a & mansoned demon, is stolen dunng battle. A stranger bran- 
Gshing the gun uses the bullet to tum himself into a grotesque 
beasve thet terrorzes the Order of Magdala's home base! 
H Meanwhile, on 6 beach somewhere in the world, Rosatie's miss 
ing brother Joshua single-handedly massacres the army of 
sac [and undoubtedly evil) 


master, Aon! 


3. APOSTLES 


i! Rosezze end Chrono are changed with defending Azmaria 
, Hendnc, & grt gtted 1 amazing he: powers; she's one 
7 of seven Aposties th to do God's work. Pursued 
f by the evil Viscount demon Relaie, Azmaria is captured 

efter defenders ere blown skyhigh! To make 

matters w 's revealed by head Magdala honcho, 
thet Rosete's brother Joshua was also 


| BAD KABIE in one of Rosette’s many instances of totally un-nun- 
{, tke behavior, she Cuts loose at a high-ciass casino, gambling 
‘and firting with Chrono in a slinky red dress. 


4. SINNERS 


Relaie uses Aznana’s Apostle power to consume the energy 
in the Astral line, @ plane of souis in the Earth's troposphere 
ii from which af ide is created (and the place where demons get 
ther power). Chrono bursts ito his unfettered Deron form 
a and locks horns with Relaie in a thriling bettie; just when the 


going gets rough and Chrono's infernal rear is about to be 
kicked, Rosette shatters Relaie's Astral container and blows hig 
whole scheme. 


5. MILITIA 


A meeting with Sister Kate reveals that the demon Aion, who 
kidnapped Joshua, also needs Azmaria’s power to launch his 
war against God! Rosette, eager to rescue her brother, is told 
that the only way she'll be allowed to investigate the Apostles 
is by sutably impressing Sister Kate with her ability and join 
ing the Miltia. Rosette passes the test with flying colors when 
she obliterates an evil Mind Eater demon who tries to 
corrupt Azmaria’s pure soul! 


6. JEWELSUMIMONER 


Rosette, Chrono and newly minted rookie exorcist Azmana 
head downtown in pursuit of a demon, only to be beaten to 
the punch by Satella, a bounty hunter with the ability to sum 
mon a knight made of pure crystal. Rosette and Satella get 
along like oil and water, even though the two share a common 
Problem: missing siblings! Before they can bond, an evil mummy 
‘Surfaces in the park, requiring a serious Catholic smackdown. 
BAD HABIT: Breaking one of many commandments, Rosette 
Sees ft to cal Setella... well, let's just say it rhymes with wich. 


7, THE DEMON 


The vicious Aion finally shows his face, unleashing a plague of 
demons on Manhattan, breaking the Magdala’s arcane, pea0 
keeping seal on the city! Rosetze and crew struggle to keep 
Aion away from Azmaria, but he's just too powerful, easily 
Smacking aside their defenses, Just before his claws can dg 
in to Aamaria's flesh, the Magdsla Militia repairs the sé! pi 
banishes Aion... but only temporarily. 


8, FALLING RAIN 


Minister Remington is waylaid by a horde of possessed 


humans at Grand Central Station, and it’s up to Rosette 
save him, Little doe 


GAMEBOY AcNeNCE fe 


6 she know it's a trap set by Rizel, 8 


ET ABIG PINK FIST 


‘id 


Dacve/z 
»BUU'S FURY¢ 


ben vader ot TOG ANAT. 
Dr2UENA TOU AMMAN Ucar yb Psa, A Gt Orn Bal. st ct ee sn cin eens rel Ya mo 
hoy Acerca We Yacevarta Menace, © 3001 Netenea, © 24 Atte Marg nd ad by Ar AB ts NAS. Kae We he pL of her eave ewes 
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Although Chrono Creszde is packed to the pews with runs, not everyone 
in the show is sa pure of spirit. Here's a guide to the highs and lows of 
the Chrono Crusade cast! 


he only has one boss, 


Metniarch of the Mag- 
Kate keeps 


no's presence in the Order, she 
erty exorves, letang Roseae and 
Chrono bust demons together. 


, ¥ 


mY Oosran) 


I 
UNREPCATANT from ltt, 
Satella, Armaria ond Revette party 
down in old San Francis. 


i 
spider demon under the employ of Aion! Cutting through 
the spider's wicked web, Rosette saves Remington's fess 
who then reveals to her that he’s been hunting Joshua for 
four years and has finally found him! 


9, JOSHUA 


Rosette's crew visits the site of the Seventh Bell orphanage, 
where four years earlier, Aion attacked and kidnapped Joshua 
Rosette reminisces about her kid brother, the two of them 
having found and rescued Chrono from incarceration within the 
underground tomb of Saint Magdalena. The three became 
fast friends, enjoying the halcyon days of youth... before Aion 
appeared and confronted Chrono about his past. 


10. HORN 


Rosette's shocking flashback continues! Aion offers the eter 
nally weak Joshua something he cantt refuse: the powerful 
demon homs he cut from Chrono's head, giving him all the evi 
Power he could ever want! Joshua accepts, and in a rage of 
unchecked power, tums the entine onphanage to stone. Rosette, 
desperate to stop her brother, binds herself to Chrono and their 
pact begins... Chrono’s power bursts forth, draining a tiny bit 
of Rosette's life. 


11. GABRIEL HOUND 


A demonic hound, summoned by a vengeful widow, is on the 
loose end grows langer with each consumed soul! Rosette 
takes off after the beast, only to wind up clashing once aga 
wth Satella; the two figure out that if they work together, the 
demons will come down a whole lot easier, 

BAD HABIE Last we checked, there wasn’t anything in the 


bible about God's work being done on the back of a souped- 
up Chopper. 


12. HOW NIGHT 


Intelligence 
pis ‘GENce from the west coast shows a flurry of demonic 
BCuViLy in San Francisco—but; before Rosette can take off, 


Father Re 
t ather Remington reminds her that Christmas is just aroun 
'¢ corner! Chrono and Rose 


8 stay behind, determined 0 @ 


From the 
creators of 
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make the holiday special for Azmaria, whose fractured fan 
ty history has resulted in a senes of disappointing Christmases. 


13. MARIONETTE TRAIN 

Throno, Rosette, Azmaria and an unexpected fourth passer 
rer, Satella, are on a trein bound for San Francisco when Rize! 
he spider demon makes 6 bid for revenge, desperate to win 
lion's affections! Rosette and company make short work of 
he lovelom arachnid, blasting her to ltde spider pieces. 
\AD RABIT: Rizel takes a few swings st Rosette and makes 
hort work of her dress, leaving her mostly naked for the 
est of the episode. 


14. INVOCATION 


tosette's crew arrives in San Francisco just in time for Chrono 
D Come down with a fever. Unfortunately, nobody in town has 
ny Medicine for a demon, save an old fortune teller who tells 
tosette that the only way to heal a demon's fever is with a 
iss...which she furtvely provides. 

IAB RABIE: Rosette spends most of the episode in a dirty 
BMp...not exactly 8 Pope-spproved outfit! 


‘15, THE PURSUERS 


Yosette and Chrono make 2 deal with a devi—more specifi- 

sally, with Deufo, a demon desperate to stop Aion's plan, 

Vhich spelis doom for both humans and demons! Deufo also 

frops @ bombshel—Rosette has Apostle powers toa! A bloody 

nark in the shape of e cross appears on Rosette's wmist...just 
-vhat's gomg on here? Meanwhile, in Aion's lair, his scheme 
®S revealed: he imends on merging Heaven and Earth to make 
ia world without God! 


16. BELIEVER 

Rosette and Chrono ane hat on the trail of a devikworshipping 
hasket case who's been sacrificing locals to Aion. A disgrun- 
Jed Satelle beats them to the punch, only to get captured by 


We WU her famiy,..and Wiel He leit ner Sisten, ned 


rive on the scene and lodge q 


bulet squarely between Aion's eyes—only to have him Shing 


it off and disappear. 


OMPLICES 

Leas are identified as Stigmata wounds by 

who recognizes them from his shrouded past. There's ng time 
torefec, though, 2s the Magdalen Order mobiizes against Ay, 
feutenants, setting up a massive battle strategy to bring 
down. Aion’s two lieutenants prove to be nearly too 
causing a naitbiting battle that results in major losses fon both 
sides. Aion's down one men, but that isn't about to stop himy 


18. PHOTOGRAPH 

Desperate for a litte RSR, Azmaria drags Rosette, Chrono and 
Satella to a camival in San Francisco. Reluctant to take the 
day off, our heroes wind up enjoying themselves in spite of the 
chaos theyre entrenched in, On a hill overfooking the city, Chrong 
and Rosette share a tender moment together...a moment cut 
short by the arrival of none other than Joshua himself 

BAD HABIT: Rosette’s dead-eye accuracy fails her at 
the carnival's shooting game, resulting in a string of 
unprintable obscenities. 


19. ATONEMENT 


The holy water hits the fan! Distracted by the corrupted Joshua, 
Rosette cant stop Azmaria from being kidnapped by Aion's lieu- 
tenant. The Ceremony of Atonement begins, with all seven 
apostles gathered under Aion's control. Joshua sends a 
bullet through Chrono's body, leaving him unable to stop Aion 
from releasing the hidden power in Rasette's body. ..who, it tums 
Out, just might be the reincarnation of Saint Mary Magdalene! 
Helpless, Rosette breaks the seal on Chrono’s true form, and 
he emerges, ready to fight for her life! 


se CREWE Oe 
vicious battle between Chrono and Joshua ends wath Chrono 
tearing the horns from Joshua's head, which saves Joshua 
from his tormented destiny and turns Chrono instantly to 
stone. Rosette's limp body is carried off by Aion, who reveals 
that she’s all he needs to create a world where neither God 
nor Satan has any control! 


21. MARY MAGDALENE 


Aglimpse into Chrono’s past. reveals that his ilHfated romance 
with the original Saint Mary Magdalene was the catalyst for 
many things, not the least of which was Marys death. Chrono 
and Mary sealed a pact that allowed Chrono to continue liv 
ing in order to stop Avon's plan; the pact 
took Mary's life, but she went on to 
inhabit Rosette's body. Meanwhile, 
Aion has cursed Rosette, and 
intends on using her to enact his 
plan! 


22. SAYONARA 


Rosette, now a corrupted version 
of Saint Mary Magdalene under 
Aion's control, wanders the streets 
healing the sick in a bid to bring 
the populace to Aion's knees. 
Chrono reaches out to save 
her from Aion, only to be 
burned by her very touch—a \ 
move that Aion uses to set the 
crowd against Chrono and the 
very Magdalan Order that gives 
him sanctuary. Meanwhile, Satella 
and her sister Fiore, who wound up as Aion’s 
evil puppet, wage an altout battle that ends in 
their mutual demise. 


Cu. MUIVE 

Aion’s scherne comes to a crashing finale when the curse ove 
Rosette is shattered by pure willpower. Weakened, Rosette give 
what could be the last of her Ife force to Chrono, enablir 
him to revert to his true form! A svaftlydecided battle sees Aic 
cut in half and stabbed vith his own horn, finally bringing h 
evil to an end. Father Remington arrives on the scene too lata 
however...Rosette and Chrono are nowhere to be found. 


24, CHRONO 
t's sw months after the incident with Aion; the stock market 
New York has crashed and World War Il is imminent. Dunn: 
the last sunset on the last day of her life, Rosette Christophe 
fles crying in the arms of Chrono cn a porch swang in an unknow 
field. The two of them die together, holding hands. Hope isn 
lost, though; Azmana watches over a nevty restored Sevent: 
Bell orphanage, carrying on ir 
Posette'’s name! 4 


ROSETTE & AZMARIA 


Huh BETTER WE RANK HISTORY'S BEST WOMEN OF THE HABITS 


6. The Penguin 7. The Singing Nun 8. Warrior 9. Nuns onthe Run 10. Whoopi Goldberg 
This ruler-wielding nun One of along line of over- Nun Areala Former Python Eric idle and Whether by her cress sass 
Smacks Blues Brothers Jake specialized nuns of the ‘60s, Just like Rosette, she fought future Hagrid Robbie onintermmnebly musical num- 
’and Elwood into an orphan- this one sang not unreason- demons with guns 8nd wore Coltrer ndle around bers, Whoopi's two Sister: 
€g@-Saving mission that's ably preachy songs highly inappropivate habit 89 tenivingly unfunny min- Act movies surely line the 
‘Bmused countless college But Areala doesn't pull it off utes as crooks hiding from road to heck 2B 
Students since 1980. quite 8s well as Rosette. the cops as homely nuns. 


41. Rosette Christopher 2. The Flying Nun 3. Maria 

Face it, folks—she's good Sally Faeld i 80 petty thet The Sound of Musics cron. 
with guns, protects folks strong guste of wind allow ing, probler 
from demons, end 6 oteas her to fy throug the cour =m 


4. Sister Wendy) 5, The Punching Nun 
Noother nun knows erchis- No man elive can resist 


nun Who. to} 4 nin 
@ man in uniform ry like Sister Wendy, hilariously enterto 


h 
Sibutton on Sant Michaels wysde,ecreading god dds os alveys been cre of our Page IO POPUIAr Punching Nun dob 


PES Series taught us all out fon her mean lett 


end good heen Lie Wether favonte things, about Impressign 6 
" ionism. Or 
Something 


Theresa with 2 yet pack 


favorite swecter-vest. 
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ANIME INSIDER: Gundam is arguably the biggest 
franchise in anime. Were you intimidated to take 
on a Gundam project? 
MITSUO FUNLIDA: When | started, | knew that Gundam 
Seed was going to be @ big, huge project, and compared 
to other projects I've done, it was easily twice the amount 
of pressure of a normal series. When starting the pro- 
ject, | was very nervous. It was 8 very tough year for me— 
8 lot of work. a lot of pressure. 
How much work? 
' basically worked on the show all day every day—every hour of 
the day except to sleep. But sometimes when | slept, | even 
creat Gundsm Sead. [smiling] There was no escaping t. 
Was there pressure to create @ series worthy of the 
Gundam name? 
The big pressure was about being worried about making 
@ weekly TV series—how to get it done on time, what the 
episode was going to be about, how to start on the next 
episode. was just overwhelming, and because | was 
involved in every part pf the process, | never had time to 
think ebout the finished product. It was just work and 
work and work. 
When did you know all that work was paying off? 
While | was working on the show, | heard from other staff 
Members that the toys were selling well, and the ratings were 


ITAL STATS 


MITSUO FUKUDA 


ANIME: Neon Genesis 
Yar 7, 
Star Trek and Star 14 

hole bunch of favorites. 


Counerat 
Amuro and Chars fight 
n | wes a Cyd. | made piasti 


as 
FAVORITE GUNDAM SEED GUNDAM: “Freedom Gundam Because 
looks 50, 50 Coo! 

FAVORITE STAR TREK CHARACTER: 

CURRENT PROJECT: T! 

for more info! ml 


, and so forth, But basically | was so busy Makin, 
i I never paid much attention—I had no time Saad 
about the final product until it was over, nk 
Are you surprised how popular Seed became in Japan? 
[shaking his head) 'm very surprised, It’s hard to describe 
‘emouons, but! think it's really just unbelievable. That's how | feel 
How did you come to Sunrise? 
| started working at Sunrise in 1979, but my first work te 
a director was Cyber Formula in 1991. That was for Ty, but 
\ did the OVA too. In 1999, | worked on the Gear Warrior 

Gendo, And after that, | began working on Gundam Seeg, 
You never worked on any Gundam series before Seed? 
No, | was working in Sunrise’s second floor studios, on dif. 
ferent robot anime shows. Down on the first floor, that’s 
where all the people working on the Gundam series were, 
So whenever I had a chance, | ran downstairs to peek at 
what the Gundam people were doing! 

Were you a Gundam fan? 

[nods solemnly] | am a Gundam fan. 

Did you have to fight to direct Seed, since you didn't 
have previous Gundam experience? 

When | came work to Sunrise, Gundam had just become 
one of its most popular series. | came to work for Sunrise 
specifically for Gundam. When | heard about the Gundam 
Seed project, | ran to the president of the company and 
told him | was very interested in this show, that | wanted to 
do it. And after management discussions and so forth, 

thankfully the Sunrise people decided that | would be 

the perfect individual to direct the show. 

How does one prepare to direct a Gundam series? 
ff Before | began the project, | watched all the Gundam 

Series, | tried to take out the important materials and 

details of the Gundam. My basic goal was to tell the 

Gundam story to modern Japanese kids. 

q What are the essential parts of a Gundam story? 
fj There are three basic principles to making a Gundam 
Story. The first point is there have to be battles, and the 
Setting has to be a war. The second point is there has 
to be human drama, a human story—something that 
Portrays a dream, @ hope of humanity, That's why | put in the 
Coordinators in Gundam Seed—it's basically changing the 
onginal Gundam’s Newtype people into Coordinators. 

The third point is there have to be Gundams. which 
means they've got to have those antennae. | think that if 
yOuve got those three things, you've got a Gundam series: 
How much input did you have on the actual storyline 
as the series’ director? 

For the characters and general storyline, | made them, but 
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STAR TREK VS. GUNDAM 


RANI 


Gundam lore is Japan's mest wenersble scieace fiction franchise, which 
is weby it's compared so often to Star Trek, America’s most venerable 
‘sci-fi franchise. With that in mind, we just couldn't help ourselves, so we 


for the detailed storylines, (had a team of writers ang ee 
forth who created the specific episodes. 

The story of Seed closely parallels the original 
Gundam storyline. Why did you choose to do thie? 
The first Gundam series came out basically right after ne 
Vietnam War, and it was based on that war, But theng 
have been recent wars, such as the Afghan War and the 
Gulf War, | wanted to look at things from the perspectiyg 
of modern wars. War has evolved, and that's why Gundam 
has evolved, too. 

Gundam Seed is pretty violent—and more realistically 
violent than action-focused Gundam series like Wing, 
Was that part of modernizing the franchise? 

[pauses] When | worked with the producer, we basically 
wanted to portray war as painful; we wanted to show what 
war was truly like, and send this message to today’s kids, 
The producer suggested making the show like this opening 
scene of Saving Private Ryan, which realistically portrays the 
pain and the true cost of war. 


Stacked these tan hesuyesights up aysinst one snother. We wanted to send a message to the kids that war is 

undesirable, and show them all the reasons we have to 

avoid war. That was my basic point. 

No one could possibly mistake that message by the 

end of the series! 

Oh, the last episodes had all kinds of plots and storylines 

that were scrapped. Originally, it was much more violent 

than it ended up. 

Really? 

Oh, yeah. The initial storylines were much, much worse. 

But | can’ tell you anything about that. 

Nuts. Did you feel confident when you finally completed 

the show? 

When | finished, | felt very relieved because the pressure 

was off me. It was very tiring, but it was a blessing to have 

this kind of project. 

A lot of American press call the Gundam franchise the 

“Star Trek of Japan.” Do think that’s accurate? 

Really? [surprised] | wish that Gundam is as good as Star } 4 
Trek! That would be great. : Ke 


3 : WSS WON 


| think that Star Trek's story and setting is really well made, 
sy 


so that both adults and kids can enjoy them. And | really 
respect how the stories are made in the US. For example, 
oo rea <a ‘ 
ERE IPEE 
q Uf LJ q 
er MSW BX) |k 


Hare, Ite mechanized pain in the 
rear from Gundam Seed 


shows like ER and The X-Files—those stories are so intrigu- 
ing. | hope that Japan can catch up to the level of the U.S. 
in means of story writing. 

Seed has just begun airing in America. Do you think 
it'll have the same success here as in Japan? 

I'm not that familiar with U.S, culture and how the Amer 
can people might perceive things, so | can't really say how 
Us going to be received. I'm just relieved | know how the 
Japanese fans reacted to the series! ® 


lEST MOMENT 


\= = ea THE VERDICT seaman 
They've both got their share of ups and downs, but with nine TV 
series and 10 theatrically released movies (compared to Star Irel's 
five TV series and nine films), the Gundam franchise just blows Irek 
clear out of the sky. lake that, Shatner! 


lanaging editor Robert Bricken would like to thank Jerry 
Chu of Bandai Entertainment and Noake Akiba of Sunris@ 
for helping coordinate this interview. 
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 NANYO ACADEMY $ 
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c 1 PROS: A proud supporter of gen- teaching methods are 
(Project AKo, CPM) der equality, Furinkan is home to slowly winning over 
Tee yar pel tme aot pairing er é a bevy of exciting extracurricular Japan! 


apply. If you aren't 
) ducking the overly 
paranoid Sagara’s 
activities like martial arts cook: 7 CONS: Home to the most. heavy firepower, you'll 
ing, martial arts gymnastics, Vicious students on the ER teacher or student is safe from SOSUKE'S SCHOOL SAFETY be running in terror 
and even some after school > their schemes. And while Onizuka occasionally dresses like an ele- from the wrath of hot- 
clubs... where you can lean phant, he’s still less perverted than some of the teachers. tempered student Chidori, who takes no prisoners. 
SCHOOL MOTTO: “Putting ignorance in a German Suplex.” SCHOOL MOTTO: “Like boot camp for your brein.” 
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$ 1. TOUDOU HIGH SCHOOL $ 
2. TOMOBIKI HIGH SCHOOL (Teno Tenge, Geneon} ‘ 
(Urusei Yatsura, AnimEigo) f = ripe PROS: The ultimate school of 
PROS: No high school in Japan gives today's students abetter mei, X hard knocks. Toudou is the q 


martial arts! 
CONS: Principal Kuno will have 
you fleeing in terror from his 
penchant for impromptu student 
haircuts. Add in the fact that the 
student body is comprised of 8 
pack of lunatics obsessed 
martial arts, end what youve oo 
is more en asylum than 8 
SCHOOL MBTTO: “Educating the mind means educating the hai 


oe % s ; . Nata fn oA fr dicing 
TVAAMAAAA: < “ 


P 
Ey sila Geneon) b S. ee HIGH 4 
TPR pags: An exclusive private school, Nanyo is home to a pack of tal- Pe aerertse [Bott ADV), 
i i ed martial artists who spend way more time kicking the snot > ee Mas body Hee) 4g | 
E oN eet other than martia High is...well, there's <7) 
Se’ | cmgmiamoace 5) 
ANIME INSIDER tours the 10 wildest anime high schools you'd rather attend Qu , dy Stteeae milasorrredseeony cs | a 
in poe OD PADDR OCACATYL TY RINVOYWIN VO OVOP %\ fe ant res te > ail are students at Cromartie ¢ i 
- Sg Ae "pepe a | 
- 10. CLAMP SC) : ; heaton < CONS: If youre lookng to actualy 
i aie oon coe \ Erste 3 aeiererinye 
You're sick and tired of it already? + enough to be seen from ‘ - Namie te most percis ina singe sting. 4] 
‘We don’t blame you. What you . flowing with every angst-ridde < PHYSICAL EDUCATION J abi ant fret Cromartie might not be your best © 
“crunmmonocdaguacagielsat 9 super-powered character from every you're a boy, One See ‘And if youre a girl, ‘STAR PUPIL MECHAZAWA Praehstediel cr 4 
anime school! Sure, you may . yourself , fined you should wear plenty—nd we mean plenty—of clothes, SCHOOL MOTTO: “A a fc Fredilla Merctnyl tc hiciod 
staring down the barrel of an intergalactic * Lee A n Bila StHOOL MOTTO: “Enhance yourself. Desecrate others." totale" ececoes enuf } | 
cannon, chased by invading aliens, tussling Gente prec rico coer an POS COL vy Gl 
> <n 
'd better be hyper-intelligent, . § j 
: Tue oon 20> 4, HOLY FOREST ACADEMY 3, JINDAI HIGH SCHOOL < 
> rajehokinetio powera if you want i > {Great Teacher Onizuka, TOKYOPOP} (Full Metal Panic, ADV] DL 
4 SCHOOL MOTTO: "Remember where < ITIP PROS: This famous high PROS: Anyone thinking about a career in the military needs lockno ¢ | ) 
yourself with our 10 best anime schoo! » >) you parked,” school is best known for further than Jindai High School! Many of the students would be chi 
» ‘ » its commitment to fur- happy to help acclima- < 
ae and decide which one is right for you! » EULJ Somes ; > . f i 4 thering its students’ - tize them, like <i 
' TEYYTVTY Te Be eae! 7 } education, most notably $ ‘Bade offcertumed-suxdent $ if f 
. 4 z by hiring a former bike ( Sagara Sosuke. 
ey 8. FURINKAN HIGH SCHOOL = gang leader, Eikichi ‘ => od CONS: Seasoned com- $ 
4 (Ranma 1/2, Viz) ; Onizuka! His “unique” wit ~~ fe yD ve * bat veterans onlyneed <i] @ 
4 ~ <i fF 
a 
< 
< 
<I 
< 
< 
< 
< 
¢ 


TUULLALAKAAAAAAAE: AAAAAAOLAAKAAAARARS 


best mertial arts school in 
Japan: even if you're just. 
standing by the sidelines, 
you'll get to see samurai 
supermodels the Natsume 
i] sisters in action! 
1. friar HIGH | CONS: Death, Enroling in 
> Toudou could mean your 
Span Meidinied Grou br ts tip eee gon ~ ae . death if you aren't strong 
deovominvon tion: The teachers have @ broad range ‘ [ find/est/ovekil = SPN enough ta hold your own—or 
‘experiences to help share vith the classes, and the students 5 stay clear of the school’s 
A Vicious and sadistic Enforcement Squad. 
#9 SCHOOL MOTTB: “Punch first, ask questions later.” @< 


LEIS SPAS OAS 


‘You Can make it past the teachers, though, your smart : ye 
prior erg students | ‘ADD-poster child 5 ScHoOL morro: alien invasion 7 __‘} Freelance writer Bamboo Dong is too cool far school, but not 
Scwoot morro: “ve Bisa eaten por ‘ es He Pcnenars 
a ’ V A 
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iri that makes people happy with hep 
a bday who's the girl who then shoots those pan 
ple with her eyebeams? It’s Dejiko, a.k.a Di Gi Charat, stan of 
the multitude of Di Gi Charat anime and manga, p.s. the mas. 
cot of Japan's supreme anime retail chain Gamers. Sha'g 
also an alien who i — - 
works as a clerk at Gamers to |” 
pay the rent until she makes it | ~ 
es an idol. 


iz 


solid substance, and ham- | 
mered out onto a DVD, it / 
Charat uaa on DvD Dots mas) 
from Synch-Point in October, To get you prepped, we asked 
creator Koge-Donbo and series producer Y. Nakano to be 
your guides to the madness! 


SHE'S HISTORY'S MOST POPULAR 
CAT...MAID...THING, 
“When Broccoli/Gamers decided to start [Gamers’ free, 
/] in-store magazine] From Gamers | was casually asked to 
do some illustrations for it,” explains Kage-Donbo. “Dejko 
was something | drew randomly, but for some reason 
they liked it, and decided that they wanted to make her 
jj into a mascot. | didnt have any inspirations for the char 
acters other than when | was drawing, a lot of people 
Bround me were saying ‘Cat ears!’ and ‘Maid outfits!” 


Gi. But then | guess her real personality started showings 
led leughs. Producer Y. Nakano piscine was mostly Koo 


Donbo's idea," she ta ing,“ dnt, say #88 
mean. Wel, Arden adding, “I wouldn’ 


THELIRECTOR HAS A HISTORY OF INSANITY, 


pnme, that is. Before Di Gi Charat, Hiroaki 5% 
S06AR : WS breaking bran cells wi 7 anicitset 
SUGAR tae bang - Cells with the quite” 
seete ee ns e's Kodocha, "When sae 


we first, approached Director 


smrertness (ae Count (oe 


Giscovered that Dejka isn’t a typical anime at 
} We gave him free reign on the V9 


' 
i 


yy) Robert Biueken y 


and | guess it's part of Director Sakurai's personality 
to be surreal and crazy.” Seems to be: after Di Gi 
Charat, Sakurai directed the Cromartie High anime, } 

about a surreal Japanese high school attended by 

delinquents, a robot and a faux Queen lead singer d 
Freddie Mercury. 


THE CUSTOMER IS ALWAYS CHARCOAL. 

As the premier anime/video game merchandise store 
chain in Japan, Gamers prides itself on customer satis- 
faction—ditching duties to fight to the death with your idol 
rival (in Dejiko's case, the lovely Rabi~en-Rose) does not 
Cut it. “And | don’t think the staff are allowed to threaten 
their customers,” adds Nakano thoughtfully. Happily, in the 
anime Dejiko's cuteness is so overpowering that it keeps folks 
coming back! 


a 


«| THAT BLOB-LOOKIN'’ STORE 

+] MANAGER? HE'S A FINGER. 
“] Actually, all those nonimportant char 
acters featured in the first Di Gi Charat. 
series that look like armless, legless 
blobs with faces are supposed to be fin- 
gers, according to creator Koge- 
Donbo. “I don't know why,” she shrugs. 
“It was probably just a random idea,” 


DEJIKO IS FILTHY, FILTHY RICH. 

Since the anime hit in 1999, Dejiko has become the idol of mit 
lions, thanks in no small part to the mountains of Di Gi Charat 
Merchandise. Being the mascot of an anime merchandise store 
Chain has its benefits; now you can find Koge-Donbo's hyper 
Cute Charat art in artbooks, video games, wall scrolls, school 
Supplies, coasters, figures, postcards, statues, plush toys and 
Dejiko hats...to name a few, 

. With that kind of success, U.S, 

| anime licensors have scrambled to get a 

piece of the Di Gi Charet cake. Besides 
'] the original series from SynchPoint, | 

4) | ADV Films is already releasing the “pre- 

| quel” anime series Panyo Panyo Di G 

Chart, and Bandai will bring out the re- 


head—whose name is Japanese for “the violent guy’— 
shows up at Gamers threatening to commit ail kinds of hool- 
ganism, but usually ends up making really generic, after- 
schootspeciaitype sayings about the importance of honesty, 
Or just farting. Dejiko is alternately termfied of or annoyed 
with him. 

Its Koge-Donho's favorite episode. "tt makes no sense, and 
the subtle jokes are very good.” We asked Nakano to try and 
explain the blue meanie, but got nowhere. “Hmm...1 think 
explaining it ruins it for the wewers,” excuses Nakano. 
“Besides, | don’ think | can fully comprehend him myself" 


(T'S EVEN FUNNIER THAN YOU KNOW. 
As hilamous as the onginal Di Gi Charat series is, it would be 
even more hilarious if you were one of the staff. “The things 
Abarenbou says is probably 80% of the time Director 
Sakurai’ private jokes,” promises Nakano. Most of the non- 
Cute characters were added for the anime, and they're mak- 
ing fun of very certain people, she says. “We do know who 
Charat Nyo. | Paya Paya is supposed to parody, but | don't think we're 
allowed to mention it," says Nakano. “Sorry! @ 


TRY TO UNDERSTAND - - 
IE ABARENBOU. ing Editor Robert Bricken says, “Don't make your 
"} He's just too weird. This mysterious | Deyko costume with a real cat. From one who knows!” 


naked blue man with the pointyshaped ; 
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LUHiCH WiSAY-WaSHS ‘TENCHi STAR REIGNS SEAREME? 


enchi Masai and Seina Yamada have 8 lot 
more in common than their haircut, The 
stars of 1992's Tenchi Muyo! OVA and its 
2002 spin-off Tenchi Muyo! GXP (respectively) 
have proven through their success that there 
really is & need for Tenchi's innovative blend of Sci 
fi adventure, crazy humor end the eternal 
dilemma of being 8 nice guy Surrounded by hot, 


girts. 

But can the galaxy handle two men so milque- 
toast? How do Tenchi Masaki, the lovable loser 
from the first beloved Tenchi senes, or Sein 
Yamada, the incredibly unlucky Galaxy Police cadet 
from GXP, really compare? AI. decided to figure 
‘(out Which Tenchi lead we actually need. 


\ 
¢ 


SLUOAD PLES Teachis 
{ils nein Sod el heey 


neice r 


SEINA: is unlucky. Really unlucky. In the first episode 
of Tenchi Mine! EX sone Seina’s bicycle falls apart while he's rig. 
ing It; his friend's cellphone drops its signal simply by being close to 
Seina; a semi truck overheats as Seina rides past; and 4 colossal 

| Spaceship near lands on his head! And it all dawmhil from there 

| TETICHI He's a dedicated student who lives in’ 8 beautful Countryside 
house with his wise old grandfather his semi-perverted dad—and a 
boatioad of hot alien girls who all desperately want to marry him. Sure, 
Tenchi has trouble choosing which girl he wants, but at least he can 

put his foot down when things get/out of hand—sometimes. 


EDGE: Tenchi. He may be indecisive, but at least he can hold 


his own against the freeks taking over his house. 


= fy 
1 yy SEINA: Seina's misfortune turns out 
to be a curse and a blessing. He might 
Not have any specific combat Skills, but 
his "bad luck" frequently leads,to Seina 
Choosing just the right path. to inter- 
‘ Cept dangerous space pirates in the 
N Vastness of the galaxy, drawing them 
out of their many hiding places: 


TENCHI: Tenchi's appearance Is 
déceiving; he isn't evan entirely 
human! A descendent 'éf the royél 
alien family of Jurai, Tench! has 
the skill to use the temchiken, 6” 
energy sword that can contro! all 

Jurgian ships, He can also 9°" 
erate Light Hawk Wings. an incredibly 
Powerful force that previously only Jur 
lan battleships could generate 
EDGE: Tenchi, He's not technically ® 
Jedi, but his energy sword has ' al 
Over Anakin Skywalker. 


re ee 


energy sword 


See, Seina’s/ter 
the attention of: 
head honcho; 
Counting on) 
Misfortune to: 
toughest org 
Regardless of 4 
ger, Seina still 


high school studeriti: 

be just fine if he-didn't have a 
house full of meddling; supremely 
Powerful alien women lusting 
after him. If it waso't enough that 
Space pirate Ryoko blew Tenchis 
School to smithereens, the girls 
At home frequently interrupt his 
Studies with their explosive antics 
EDGE: Seina, Zooming around 
4 space is way better than going 


to school, no matter how unlucky 
you are 


everything but love, as is evidenced by his tumut- 

tuous relationships wth the buxom and bombastic Kinka and Amane, two Galaxy 
Police operatives who take @ serious interest in him. Kinka is Seina’s 

demure longtime confidant, Amane is the 


quently attracted five other gris, al of whom 
take an interest in Tenchi at one point or 
‘another in addition to the fiery Ryoko. Con- 
nuously beat to a pulp by Ryoko's jealous 
feuding with space pnncess Aeka (wha 
‘Sees a sutor behind Tenchi's gaze}, Tenchi 
takes more than a few for the team in his 
wishywashy pursuit of love. 

EDGE: Seina. Kirika and Amane's 
rivalry doesn’t put him in the hospital...at 
least, not in every episode. 


SEINA: The new kid on the block, Seina is the first male lead in a Tenchi 
series who isn’t Tenchi Masaki. His GXP DVD {released by FUNimation) sales 
are burning up the charts, and he’s gaining popularity with Tenchi newbies and 
longtime fans. He shares more than a passing resemblance to Tenchi 

himself, and he seems destined to take over the Tenchi franchise 

crown.once the. original finally chooses a bride. 

TEMICHI: The statof two, OVA series, two TV senes:. (al CE % 
‘and’ three beloved theatrical films (all from Geneon), you just cant yr A” 
keep Tenchi Masaki'down. His third and reportedly final OVA series he 

is due out’ next year from! FUNimation... which means more than 6 Wis 

decade after he’burst on to the scene. Tenchi is still 8 hot leading man. Sj 


le 


EDGE: Tenchi. His anime won over a legion of anime fans in the or 
‘90s; and he's still winning fans even after all these years. A 


yO 
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. \ here's a fina line between sanity and insanity, and Tetsunosuke 
A 7 Ichimura may have already crossed it. 

} Follawing the murder of his beloved parents, young Tetsunosuke 
enlists in the Shinsengumi, a law enforcement squad hired by the gov- 
FP ernment. during the explosive revolution spurned by Japan's feudal 
: era. Fueled by an insatiable zeal for revenge, Tetsuriosuke seeks one thing: finding 
MUROGANE his parents’ killer He succeeds, barely retaining his hurnanity during the bloodshed, 

which is further tested by his violent work for the Shinengumi and Japan's turbulent Meiji era. 

"While Peacemaker Kurogane is based on an actual period in Japanese history—the tumultuous 

period of the Meiji restoration—the story embellishes actual events for the sake of drama,” explains 
ADV Manga head of publishing Susan Itin. “But almost all the characters in the manga are based on 
actual historical figures,” 

Peacemaker Kurogane’s mix of violence, pathos and surprising sense of hurnor has thrilled Japanese 
readers since manga-ka Kurono Nanae debuted it in the Comic Blade manga anthology in 1999 (the first 
saga, just titled Peacernaker, chronicled Tetsunosuke's quest for vengeance). This second saga, due this 
October from ADV Manga, follows the slightly more adult Tetsunosuke and the Shinsengumi as they try 
to keep the increasingly fragile peace of the Meiji Restoration. “We think this will be a great-selling title 
for ADV Manga.” adds Itin. “Hard-hitting action, suspense and betrayal always works for us.” Apparently 
80, since ADV Films is releasing the Kurogane anime series this October as well 
For now, you'll just have to tide yourself over with these 10 pages of the original manga. So strap 
on your sword, rally your friends and get ready for Kurono Nanae’s Peacemaker Kurogane! 
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Squealing for more? Check 
af Peacemaker Kurogane 
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BFIT FOR A RING 


a <YU-GI-OH!! AND ‘SHAMAN KING’ TO BE 
AW RELEASED UNCUT AND SUBTITLED! 


J 
y 


a 


= aa 
TOO HOT POR TU? Grerybody's testes formard to 
encut Yo-:-Be! aut Shaman Heog, expeciatiy these ta 


GHIBLI BUITIP Bu0na Vista 
Home Video has announced that 
their three Studie Ghibli tities ony: 
inally scheduled to be released on 
‘August 6, namely Nausicaa of the 
Walley of Wind, Perce Bosse and 
My Meighber Totors, beve bees 
pushed to an enspecified release 
date sometime is 2005. No reason 
was gues for the delay. 


\ 
N 


& 
S 


or years, fans of YHGi-Oh! and Shaman King havent got. 
m=ten the full these shows, licensed by 4Kids 
Entertainment, have only been available in English, 
edited for its American broadcast. After countless fan 
requests, they'll be able to see the Shaman King and King 
of Games in their full glory—FUNimation will release the orig. 
inal Japanese version of bath shows this fall. 

“Why are these two series being released uncut?" asks 
Elliot Chang, a PR spokesperson for 4Kids. “It’s very simple: 
fan demand. Because the fans wanted it.” 

The DVDs will feature both the English audio track, and 


are [lengthy scenes] of the shows that had been cut out 


be scenes where the characters don’t speak at all.” Since 
thee English scripts were often written to accommodate the 
edited versions of the shows, the Japanese subtitle scripts 
are being totally ne-wnitten to be completely accurate to the 
‘onginal. The orginal Japanese music will also be included. 
Those of you accustomed to the sanitized U.S. ver- 
sions of these two shows might be surprised by what 
was omitted from the original Japanese animation. In 
‘Shaman King, for example, every image of a crucifix 
had been digitally removed, for religious sensitivity. 
Additionally, bullet wounds, eye wounds...pretty 
much wounds in general, accumulated through 
the many Shaman fights of the series, were also 
censored. Yi-G-Oh! was released in America, with- 
‘Out any images of guns or references, as well aS 
@ completely changed soundtrack, In both series. 
many character names were anglicized to make 
them more acceptable to American audiences. 
The first DVD volumes of both the original 
Japanese versions of Yu-Gi-Oh! and Shaman King 
will be available this October. ll Brian Hanson 


the onginal Japanese language track, with subtitles. This 
posed a unique problem for 4Kids and FUNimation. ‘There 
entirely,” explains Cheng. “So in the English dub there will 


ASO © Kant: Tatras Saiuere Ware © Sage /Orerwertite Rardin Geman Hing © Hees Tate Suonane tne 
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{NUYASHA' Inunoanion 


AUMIKO TAKAHASHI'S DEMON 
DOMINATES DVDS THIS FALL 


yorget about the dog days of summer—this auturnn 
J is when dog-demon Inuyasha storms store shelves with 
a mountain of DVD releases. 

Rumiko Takahashi's (Ranma 1/2) colossal fantasy 
franchise about, . a mod 
ern schoolgirl, and sullen 
half-demon Inuyasha’s quest to 
reclaim shards of the sacred 

ij jewel has been the highest-rated 


anime show on Cartoon Net- 


work's Adult Swim block, and : 


can prove it with a ton of fall 
DVD releases. 
Besides new volumes 21 and 
22 of the regularly released TV 
series in October, September 7 
sees the release of Inuyasha the 
Movie: Affections Touching Across Time. In the move, the 
son of a villain who was defeated by Inuyasha’s father 
arrives from China looking for revenge. On the same day, 
the full Inuyasha Season One DVD box set will be avail 
able, containing the first 27 episodes of the TV series on 
five DVDs and a replica of Inuyasha's necklace. 

“So many people have embraced /nuyasha with such ded- 
ication, it continues to remain one of the most popular and 
best selling manga and anime properties in North America. 
said Anthony Jiwa, director of Marketing for VIZ, LLC. 

Besides DVDs, /nuyasha still rules the fall: the Affec- 
tions movie will get a limited theatrical release in 
September; the second series of action figures from Toy- 
nami, Sesshomaru and Kikyo, become available in 
September; two volumes of Viz’ Animanga will be released; 
and Bandai will publish Inuyasha: The Secret of the Cursed 
Mask videogame for PS2 in November. 

Despite the multitude of merchandise, fans can be 
grateful finding all of Inuyasha's goods should be easier than 
finding the shards of the Sacred Jewel. ml Genn Schmall 
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DUAL! VOL. 3 

Head to the “Extras” menu. 

To access a short called Mitsuki 
meets Mitsutil, you have two 


NEON GENESIS 


3H EYES 

To find the hidden gallery on the 
second disk, select “Extras” thea 
“Actors.” Oa Megumi’s name, 


This feature can be found on 
all of the Xiddy Grade DVDs, 
So try this om any volume to 
access this neat little egg. Ia 
the extras menu, shift the 
Cursor down to highlight the. 


it get you a subtitled 
the original Japan- 


EVANGELION VOL.) sm 
( ISTERED) 


(REMA. 
For a cleaned up version of the 
‘opening and ending, head over 
to the extras menu and press 
up to highlight the text “Extras 
Panel.” Once it's highlighted, 
press enter and enjoy. If this 
doesn't work, take the easier 
route and skip ahead to chapter 
even on the DVD for the 
same footage. 
@ Rebecca Bundy 


NEON GENESIS. 
EVANGELION 


Collection O:1 


“Absolutely stunning...boasting dazzlingly evocative sequences. 
Oshii’s vision is certainly impressive enough for this viewer to want to go 


pack for more.” 
MIDNIGHT EYE - JASPER SHARP 


«From the first scene, 
it’s evident that this is another glorious 


roduct of director Mamoru Oshii. i 
AIN'T IT COOL NEWS - MORIARTY 


When 
machines \ 
learn to feel, 
who decides 
what is 


human... 


OFFICIAL 
SELECTION 2004 
ANNES INTERNATIONAL 
FILM FESTIVAL 


\ 
GHOST. SH eLL, 2: 


INNCEENEE N 


BOTAN ACT ob ES 


3} nacal G PN wees) 
tN i 


EXCLUSIVELY IN THEATRES “SEPTEMBER 17 
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| KIDDY GRADE VOL. 6 
tclair and Lumiere 
throw the GOTT head- f° 
} quarters, changing many of the 
| rules around and creating a” 
army of look-alike clones. Only 
pair of masked motorcyclists 
p them! (FUNIma- 
. $24.98) 


* KNIGHT HUNTERS VOL. 2 
2 Weiss discovers that the org2- 
ization Esset is behind the 


5 for Yoji, but that doesn't stop 

} him and the others from doing 

= their job. (Media Blasters, 

? $28.85) 
favorite 1988 BUR series is bere! Nees is a 
«MIAMI GUNS VOL. 3 
OE  . Yoo and Lo have their hands full 
Heee ee al. witha masked serial killer on an island resort, : the Stellvia crew to protect the Earth once 
Ld assassins at the Miss Miami Contest, more. (Geneon, $24.98) 
mobile suits. Mono éreams of becomany a i 
Ne ey a etbook (AN Entertainment, $24.95) : YU-GI-OH! SEASON 2 VOL. B 
ened space jockey who tells ber there's mo Yu Pe: i 
See ep yg. NEON GENESIS EVANGELION e 
fortunately tor Henn, she's yet the getsand Be LT er as drawn, Meanwhile, Bakura uses 
+ Personal differences between Shinji and Asuka il jum Ring to help free Yugi's friends, 
> must be put aside when one of the EVAs loses. : (FUNimation, $14.98) 


5 Control and threatens to destroy the en! 

cen OCTOBER 

: NED TOKYO -HACK//SIGN COMPLETE COLLECTION 

+ A collection of three short stories about a young : The complete collected tale of “The World” 
c ive it i RPG player Tsukasa, who finds himself myste- 

riously trapped in the game, imbued with 

special powers that will change the face of the 

game forever. (Bandai, $149.98) 


: AQUARIAN AGE VOL. 2 

} Kyouta, Shingo, and Junichi must learn to bal- 
ance their music with their studies, but it isn’t 
sy with fame and fortune in their future. 
Meanwhile, strange things continue to happen 
ith Yoriko. (ADV, $29.98) 


AZUMANGA DAIOH VOL. 5 

Tomo loses trust in vending machines, Osaka 

holds lessons in yawning, and they all waste 

time talking about the existence of Santa Claus, 
tting up karaoke bars, and watching the 

cherry blossoms fall, (ADV, $29.98) 


: DRAGON BALL Z: 

; CELL GAMES—AWAKENING 

After Android 16 sacrifices himself an 
makes numerous 
Warriors, Goha shes his 

the ability to power up to Super 5 
(FUNimation, $19.98) 


DOKKOIDA?! VOL, 2 
Dokkoida and Neruloid Girl continue to goot 
off with neighbors, who also happe® id 
be their arch-nemeses, Why fet a little thiad 


: wheo people rely too much on technology. 
: (ADV, $19.98) 


| REQUIEM FROM THE DARKNESS VOL. 1 


‘Haihei-san maies 
GY, te dete ats hatie enter ene 
Soot tall She may not look mes- FF 
| many supernatural eaperiences long before his 
; busdred stories are told! (Geneon 
| $24.98, w/box $34.98) 


R.0.0. THE TW VOL. 2 
Mienene finally overcomes writers’ block 
Asita makes many friends at school. WI 
they're Sot living sormal lives, the Pape 
Sisters continue to hust dows rare books 
for Bokuseasha. (Geneon, $29.98) 


SAIKAND VOL. 3 
Chise and Tetsu are finally reunited and gi 

the chance to start their relationship Ate 
Yukari, still grieving from the death 


boyfriend, takes her rage out on 5 downed 
(iz, $29.88) cen Dee 


ard VOL, 1 
In 2167, 8 terrible disaster befell the E: 

Over 150 years ates the sane ister tinct 
ens to strike again, It's up to Shima Katase an 


Sbeactifel young | 
‘girl—whe turns ost 
to be his long-lost 


BOJACK 
UNBOUND 


THE MOVIE 


"The DBZ movies always amp up the stakes, the animation quality 
and the adrenaline, and ‘Bojack'is no exception." -- Anime Insider 


SQJAcK IS UNBOUND... THE UNIVERSE IS AT RISK 
AVAILABLE AUGUST 17™ 


Vi 
EW THE TRAILER AT: Www.dragannallz.com 
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trying to kill each other ruin a 


(Geneon, $29.98) 


i 
| 
i 
i 
i 


} EX-DRIVER THE MOVIE 
i isa and Souichi rely on their gay 
¢ = s to track down and rescue ¢, Gur. 
ei He sarees SAE ar's Al goes berserk. Wil ts 
wallet 1 th 
eset Corrs paspemtcbng eae) H urvive a do-or-die race? (Geneon 
GetBackers’ job to do just that: get back your lost Items. 98) 


i 3 i RX y 20M: FIGHTING SPIRIT VOL. 2 \ } 
qe SOS 4 ad TD REQUIEM 
toa few million to recover their lest items. Of course, , eterraiastion while fits FROM THE DARKNESS 


whatever money they manage to get goes towards pay- 
ing off overdue bills and I0Us! An artbox is included. 


2 Wid 
ri2 on DVD, inthe’ 
‘The Cartoon Network bit lands on DVD! The power FMW Ceo) 
‘al the Bark Stone threatens to smother the world 
4 GADGUARD VOL. 3 


Two of Night Town's re: 


Plue end a cast of crazy characters 
‘Some of the most insane villains you'll eve 
im their quest for the power of the 
GIANT ROBO VOL. 1 
H ind his colleagues c 
an energy source that 
on Earth. Big Fire kidnaps 
ma Daisaku and the 
Media Blasters, $24.95) 


i GOKUSEN VOL. 1 H 

} Yankumi teaches math at an elite private school. ¢ 

follows Shiki, a student with aa amaring ability to visualize While her students do everything to make her § 
and sever the ‘felines’ of those he encounters; when his } quit her job, they don’t realize that she's the heir 
‘ability fails to hill a vampire, things get sticky. The troubled | i to a powerful Yakuza group! (Media 

tad has to deal with the sudden death of his father and his : Blasters, $29.95) 

promises to be 2 series that any anime fan should have in their am GRAVITATION VOL. 4 , 
collection. An arthex is included. £ Shuichi makes a startling discovery about Yuki 
- fault! Is this the 
endfor the ; or will love and music 

heal Yuki’s wounds? (Right Stuf, $29.95) o 


| KIDDY GRADE VOL. 7 
{ The real Eclair and Lumiere show off their new H 
¢ impostors running 60 i 
, $24.98) 


| Seiyata Misty 
only 
Knights 
ri, the reinca 
98) 
®Geneon Pireneer 
. ition 
‘set collects the smash-hit gothic action pee 
from Corioos Network) |R8 & 78 taken over byt! | . 2. 
So ERIN ‘Atter a series of grueling trials and ceramonie® Fy a samgoody Game fye) SUXCOAST MeoLVoLay 5%) amazoncom 
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Dio is officially declared Delphine's successor. 
(Geneon, $29.88) 


LUPIN THE 3RD VOL. 8 

Faji hired te capture Lupin, but Lupi 

already bas his bands full trying to recever 

stoles diamonds, a Yeti’s tear drop, a mermaid’: 
a's liver! (Geneon, 

$24.98, w/toy $34.98) 


MEZZO VOL. 1 

Misra, Harada, and Kare of the Danger Ser- 
vice Agency will tackle aey case you threw 
their way, ne matter how dangerves i is, even © 
@ it requires that they get their hands dirty. 
{ADV, S23.S8) i 
MOBILE SUIT GUNDAM SEED 
VOL.2&3 

Kira and seperstar pilot Ma La Plaga straggle 
te defend the Archangel trom the forces of ZAFL 
faced with a difficalt decision, Gra cheeses | 
justice over friendshig. (Sandai, S23.) = his 


PARANOIA AGENT VOL1 

Cearecter designer Tsukike Sagi says she was < 
attacked by a rollerblading bey with a bat. But | 
aathing is traly 25 it seems im this TV series by 
Sateshi Kea. (Geneon, S2S.98, w/box = 
$33.98) t 


Beautiful and atherssoridiy, The Wings 
of Hoaneamse was a Classic when 


first appeared in 1387, reaching 
Americas shores thasks te Manga 
Entertainmest in 1335. fees som, it 
manages to held up despite its age, 
thanks te the ambruows and gorgeous 
eftorts of Studie Caiman. 

Ja 2 worid that's sever bees ts 
space and, franidy, doess't seem to 
want te go, no one takes sader- 
achiever Stirotsugh Lhadat! terously 
as a member of the space program. 
When he signs op to be the world's 
first astronavt in the Royal Space / 
force, however, everyone's started 
taking notice, including assassins 
from other countries and people who 
think the space program's a total joke. 

Onty Riquinni Monderasko believes 
in poor Shiro. A street-corser mis- 
sionary, she preaches to an 
unheeding crowd and makes Shiro 
wonder—when man finally does y 
they truly ready for such a momen- 74 2." 
tovs leap? 

Gripping, toue! 
of Henn 
Miguel AL, Esquivel 


S 


Sets 
es 
» 


them to pick betw 
(Geneon, $29. 


SISTER PRINCESS VOL. 1 
Wataru, after failing the entrance exams, trans- 


: TEXHNOLYZE VOL. 4 


i ‘The Organo starts to collapse from within as the 


{ streets of Lukuss erupt in warfare. Allied 
j turn their guns on each oth key fig 
i are hit by an 

neon, $29.98) 


| THE SUPER MILK-CHAN SHOW VOL. 3 
} Mili-chan continues to play the for her 
city whe her bills pile up, the ants ia ber back- 
| yard enjoy their own episode, and the landlord 
| tries to get her to pay rent. (ADV, $29.98) 


| WOLF'S RAIN VOL. 3 
i The war between the nobles tears a rift scrost 
| the Earth and threatens Kiba’ 
adise, Will his pack ket 
victim to the nobles’ villainous mechias 
(Bandai, $29.98) 


YU YU HAKUSHO VOL. 26 
Gamemast 


Ge 
tour again to stop he Bt 
a harrier batwoot the © 
5. (FUNimation, 

D $19.98/24.98) 


RUSGIRUS IG! 
gdhool girls wate girls hough girls.. 


199 COC COOO COC CO COeoccccccccccccel 


——— 
OSes 


sister Princess 


yataru was at the top of his class; but after failing his 
oly high school entrance exam, he finds himself sent 
jeattend school in a mysterious place called Promised 
juund instead! There he meets his THIRTEEN sisters! 
wnat's a big brother to do? 


Volume 4; Oh, Brether! Avaliable 10/49/04 
Look for Voelumes 2:7 to be Available Soon! 


between handling enormous assignments, dodging murderous 
volleyballs and enduring endless rivairies, Summer vacation should 
serve as a welcome break for the Weary student-unless your 
eachers Come with you! Get Teady for a serious lesson in laughter! 
4 
PVonihoe 1-4 Avaliable Now! 
Semorsl Heichses 10/32/04 
5 : S29.98 snr 


devila conspires to rid the’ ‘world, 
Upside down as tovers stab each 
i ruby ring, the unsuspecting 
Kyra ridiile of this cosmic battle. 


a ie 
PEs s avataibio Row 


t ‘ 
we 'S on the run as the 
fomance and love. The 


er in the back. Armed wit 


~S 
NG sercoasr Gey amazon.com 


Vila 


www.advfilms.co 
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SATURDAY NIGHT FEVER 


ADULT SWIM GIVES FANS THREE HOT 


PREMIERES TO DIVE INTO THIS FALL 


@rtaon Nedwork hates your social life. Starting this 
eee £52, YOUT! have to gve up going out on Saturday 
£8 nights f you wart to catch the TV premieres of fan- 

favorte senes Fullmets! Alchemist, Ghast in the Shell: 
Stand Alone Campiex and Resd or Die. 

Youll be able to party until October 23rd. when Read or 
Die premieres. followed by Stand Alone Complex st 11 
pm. and Abherest & 11:30 on November 6. “We 
thunk peopie will respond to these stones and 
love the anenstion.” enthused Cartoon Net- 


work cresave director Sean Alans. “The 
8duk swim acuon fan should not be dis- 


Set in 8 future where cybernetic 
enhancemerts are the nonm and the 


Not bed to the acciarned 1395 
move, Bandai's SAC follows 
Major Motoko Kusanagi end 
Section 9, an elte police die 
sion, as they dea! with the 
crne brougtt ebout by Ses 
new, omnppresent technology. 

The lauded Fullmetal 
Aches! Sars aicheme wz 
kads Edward and Alphonse 
Einc on @ quest to recover 
the Philosopher's Stone, the 
only tem capable of repiac- 
ing Ed's missing limbs and 
his younger brother Al's 


The Acime Seturork ise't the only game js tows 
anymore! At the 2004 Aaume Expo, Bondai Eatertam- 
ment announced a sew wides on demand (VOD) 
chassel with Cartoon Network, uederstandably 
called Adult Swims on Semand. The pay channel, 


Bandai well be the exclusive anime content provider 
for the service, showing tithes ike Witch Hunter 
Rohia, The Big 0 204 VOO exclasine 5-C8Y-0d (right!. 
Several of Adult Swims original comedy cartoons, 
ike Agua Teen Hanger force aud Space Ghost: Coast 


INGHT CREHTURES Stead hiese 
Comples's thetehe spends her Saturdays 
fagitang Crime whe you stay ue aed watch 


= eee ek 


.PULLMETAL ALCHEMIST 


body, which they lost using forbidden alchemy in 
their il-ated to resurrect their dead mather. 
Made by Studio Bones (Cowboy Bebop) and licensed 
by FUNimation, the show was Japan's most popular 
new anime series. 
Released by Manga Entertainment, fan-favorite 
Read or Die is a three episode OVA starring 
Yomiko Readman, a covert agent for the 
Bntish Library, who can manipulate paper in 
deadly ways. She must stop a madman and 
his evil clones of minor historical figures from 
getting a book that would allow them to rule 
the world. 

Together, these three series spell the end 
of your Saturday night partying—which is 
just fine wth Akins. “Adult Swim thinks the 

word is too dangerous to go out at night, 

explained Akins. “You should stay in your 
homes, and watch your cable TVs! 

@ Robert Bricken & Caitlin Moriarity 


BANDAI AND CARTOON NETWORK TEAM : 
UP TO CREATE ‘ADULT SWIM ON DEMAND 
wf, 


to Coast, are aise available. vit 
“We think Video On Demand is another great : 

may to extend Cartoon Network's Adult Swim 

brand 204 programming,’ said Paul Condolora, 

tice president, Cartoon Network New Media. "The 

hesefts to the consumer of video on demand are 

shioes, 204 we think our mix of programming will | J 

be a very competing offering.” 
‘Adatt Sesies 0n Demand is already available in 

select markets serviced by cable providers Com- 

Cost ped Time Warner Coble; check your local 

Nistings. CM 
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~ 
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GUNDAMS 
qniD GODDESSES 


EED’ SEQUEL AND ‘AH! MY 
gopDEss! LAUNCH THIS FALL 


ishes do come true apparently—at least for Japan- 
| U) ese anime fans. This fall, otaku will be glued to two 
hot TV series, the sequel to ratings-smash Gundam Seed 
and a TV adaptation of Kosuke Fujishima’s beloved manga 
| My Goddess. 
While details are scarce on the Seed sequel, it will be 
titled Gundam Seed Destiny, and premiere in October. 
the story of Destiny will be set two years after the epi 

conclusion of Seed, and will be directed by Mitsuo Fukuda, 
who helmed the original series. New main character Shin 
Asuka stars with returning cast Athrun Zala and Cagalli, 
with the new Impulse Gundam introduced for the sequel. 
On the gentler side, the new Goddess TV series follows 

Keichi Morisato, who lives with three wildly different goddess: 
the bratty Skuld; the sexy Urd and the sweet Belidandy The 
‘Senies wil be produced by the same 

2. folks behind the Ah! My Goddess 

movie (released in America by 
Geneon Entertainment). =: 

Director Hiroaki 


closely follow 
he plots of 
? Fujishima's 
“ manga, available in 
the U.S. as Oh! My Goddess 
by Dark Horse Comics, giving 
| him 1Splus years of stones to 
\ |. animate. The series will pre- 
\. miere later this year. 
Neither title has been 
announced for the U.S. 
but given the American fan- 
base for each series, both 
shows seem quite likely to 


‘YOU GOT 
"HING ON 
OULD-z, 
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Believe it oF not, in Japan, most of your favorite anime are light 
years ahead of what you see on television here in America! In case 
you're curious just how things are going for your favorite char- 
acters over in the fand of the rising sum, here's a quick rundown 
of their latest adventures. 


ALCHEMIST 7, 
The full might of the mititary attacks (Fa 


) £0 Lc 


slaying his henchmen but giving the 
villain time to escape. Ed catches op = 

to the fleeing Greed and brings him | 

his knees, ending Greed’s life once 

and for all, Unfortunately, the eternally compassioaste Ed has been 
trying to keep his foes alive. 


INUYASHA 
Inuyasha and Kagome finally track down the 
final Sacred Jewel shard, sealed inside the 
7 body of the powerful and dangerous Hesenki. 
“inuyasha makes short work of the sharf's 
‘© hold over him, so Hosenki teaches Inuyasha 
a destructive new technique that allows 
him to finally break through Naraku's 
___ defenses, sending him reeling to the 

~ world of manf 


is perverted new teacher Jiraya 


erate struggle against 


getting «his "RUD 
hands on the pow- 
erful Kyuubi 
chakra sealed inside 


1 
attack, is there anything 
that can bring Itachi down? 


ONE PIECE 


the pirate ship Stanmaree. Jessica, the s! 
cook, challenges Sanji te a cooking duel with the ship's kitchen 
staff, Sanji, using only the s! jelt- 


——= =! that blows the 
water. Luffy and Sanji are captured and 


7 LE IN STORESSEPTE Mp, 
i r-MBER 28th 
TUNE MIRTOKHO esac = AN Meas 
IL | | a 


‘| wan ‘if 


“embarking 
“Also, there's 2 delphie whe pilats 2 mechan 
Seriously. 


he 


v 


DEMONS‘DONTUST BREAK TH 


They dismember them. 


ax =A 


YUAV-Waiaasio 
‘ome of the most A Se EGHOSHFILES 


Underdog 1s i inst 5 
an understatement when you're up ga! 
Habolical, back-stabbinig treeps to ever stime their way into a fighting DARK 

“il end up losing your head. TOURNAMENT 


tou 
s'nament, So keep your wits about you of you 


"power to stay ahead ef the criminats,..bart will 
ber boty remacn stabie? 
eis 7) ; — clumsy waitress who enrolls 
leh * in a quest to find a samurai 
Bee Trave, the stwdso respoesibie tor hits like big-budget “re-imagining” of the classic NN sunflowers. It's alrea 
and Wosr comes Madlas, com- fi d by Geneon, 
plete with music from fan favorite hy Bile, : to wait 
composer Yuki Kaijurs. Madias is a hyper- Alelising). With 26 episodes and only 
7 


| 
i 
j 


FUNimation ld = | 
PlayStation.c Barca . 


ie 
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SUPERMAN-GH! 


AMERICAN COMIC PUBLISHER 
Dc COMICS JOINS THE MANGA RACE 


menican superheroes might be able ta fly, but they havent been 

able to match the sales of manga in American bookstores, Now, 

(America's second largest comics publisher, DC Comics—home 
of icons like Superman, Batman and Wonder Woman—has declared 
their entrance into the manga fray with a new imprint tited CVX, 

While DC has tried various experiments in manga before—most 
notably, their mangainspired Death: At Death's Door graphic novel 
in 2003, as well as Kia Asamiya's original Batman story Child of 
Dreams—CMX will be a full line of manga licensed from Japan, not 
ted to DC characters. 

"There's tremendous enthusiasm for manga in the States,” stated 
Paul Levitz, president and publisher of DC Comics, in a recent press 
release. "New readers, particularly gins and women, have rushed 
to embrace new talent from abroad, which we're excited to bring 
to American audiences as part of the DC Comics' commitment to 
publishing diverse and exciting works from around the world.” 

The imprint launches in October with the fantasy action series 
Madara, shojo drama Mekskshi no Kuni, and the high-class adven- 
ture Eroika Yor Ai Wo Komete. Next spring, wave two of 
(CMs tes hit, including fan-favorite martial arts actioner 

Tenjo Tenge, Gals (whose anime is released as SuperGals! 
by ADV), the magical gin manga Phantom Thief Jeanne, 
9 Banme no Musashi, Swan, Monster Collection and 
Akuma de Soro. All tes will feature right-toJeft formatting, 
and be presented in digest size. 

“We believe that manga readership is going to continue 
its rapid growth and also evolve in the U.S.,” said John 
Nee, vice president of business development at DC Comics. 
“CMX is committed to publishing all genre of manga includ- 


ing horror, fantasy, science fiction and adventure titles and 
the line will be as diverse, and as author friendly, as that of 
DC Comics, [and its imprints) Vertigo and WildStorm.” 
CMXs titles will be published on a quarterly sched- 
E pence) anatrey~ ule, so i's time to start staking out those bookstore 
\ threstened by Phantom Ive! Jeaset. shelves! ™ Zac Bertschy 
t 
PRGs TUeNIn' Vews CLIPS 
I POP GOES THE LICENSE BLASTER MASTER Metis GOOD FDR 4OU Digital Manga 


M the Anime Expo 2004 in July, 
manga giant TOKYOPGP announced 
2 colossal amount of new titles, 
inctudeng: DearS, a scifi romantic 
comedy from superstar mange 
team Peach Pit; Myper Police, on 
which the hit snime series is 


Blasters’ manga Giviseon also had 
a few licenses wp its sleeve at 
Aasme Expo 2004. Among them 
were Volcana High, based on the 
bit live-action film; Baron Gong, 
from the artist of Battle Royale, 
Pilgrien Ji ger, trom th 
if of the She, 
game series and festuring art- 
work from Capcom. 


publishing ha 


stein, Anse frank, Helen Keller, 
Mother 
Theresa, sarrated by characters 
fhe Aatro Boy. Whether the manga 
will delve inte the rumor about 
poriens Secret butt-mounted 
machine gun theory remains 
tuhoown, 78 


CHiLoren or 1H 
The irony of this pict 


arom 
isn’t lost 


‘ther Aetro Boy or Linsteia 


pINEMANGA SENSATION 


ANIME HAS BECOME THE BIGGEST THING IN MANGA 
t's not quite manga 
and it's not quite 
nime—but it's the new 
thing, 8s comic pub- 
jshers are scrambling 
to publish “cine- 
anga.” sequential 
images ripped straight 
from your favorite 
Is, with comic-style 
captions and word bal- 
joons added to the 
anime images. 

I's a phenomenon 
thet started when 
manga giant TOKYOPOP 
released Akira cine- 
manga in 2003, so 
much so that their 
phrase “cine-manga” 
has become synony- 
mous with the entire format. 

“We are absolutely gratified and thrilled by the suc- "fim 
cess of the entire Cine-Manga line,” said Steve _ a 
Kleckner, vice president of sales and distribution # 

for TOKYOPOP. “We never anticipated the huge 
distribution explosion this format has achieved.” 
TOKYOPOP is expanding the 

line to include a variety of (Gg ie 
non-manga titles including Gksdasshidaliess cds dmashad 


Spongebob Squarepants (which recently 
saw a 250,000 unit sale to Scholastic), Fox's hit 
reality series The Simple Life and the Disney series 
Kim Possible, 

Viz joined with the cine-manga release of Hayao Miyazakis 
Academy Award-winning film Spirited Away and Castle in 
the Sky, as well as their hit anime series Inuyasha, for 

which the also publish the original manga. 
Veteran comics publisher Dark Horse is 
Now tossing their hat into the ring with Tngun 
“Animanga,” due on shelves this October. 
7 According to editor Tim Ervin, Trgun was 
a natural choice for them because of the 
success of Yasuhiro 
Nightow's onginal manga. 

Like TOKYOPOP, Dark 

Horse has more cine- 
manga titles planned 
“Oh sure,” promised 
Ervin. “We're looking 
at other Pioneer/Geneon 
Entertainment anime, 
and if we can start a 
solid program that 
customers sup- 
. 'm sure 

nue to 


NEON GENESIS EVANGELION: THE MANGA VS THE ANIME 


With such a mind-blowing ending, drawing the manga since 1995— with her, na less— 
everyone has their own take. and still isn’t finished! With the TV 
Neon Genesis Evangelion—nottha \ . series (released by ADV) long over, 
least of which is character de  Sadamoto’s included so many new 
Yoshiyuki Sadamoto, wha’ ‘scenes into the Viz-released manga 
+ of Shinji tkar's psychological mis~ 
Hi adventures piloting his powerful 
HA} ‘EVA unit against invading Angels, kiss while the base 
Bh it's a totally different story. is ina blackout, and 
\f only stop when they 
BIRD'S THE LORD see Misato and Kaji 
J} NERY captain Misato explains inan elevator almost 
OT in the manga how she found her kissing tool 
as an experimen- 


here she previously Guys’ ASUKA STRIKES 
d Asuha appears about a fourth of 


tal animal 
‘worked, just as they were about 
to put him to sleep, tn the anime, 


ly find out how rs 
you never exactly ier carrying her own Eva 


in Unit 02 to Japan. In the 
manga, she appears much 
lier, to kick some punks’ butts 
after playing at an arcade! 
Wi Miguel A. L. Esquivel 


a warm-water penguin 
in her refrigerator, 


WSS AND TELL 
ar anime, fellow pilot ‘Asuka 
dares Shinji into his first kiss— 


gins, and tells him 
mother's mysterious death, 
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MANGA TO WATCH FOR THIS FALL! 


SEPTEMBER 


A YOR! AOSHI VOL S 

Aoi and Karcu's relationship is put te the test 

yet again when the gang takes 2 trip te the © 

200. Will their love prevail after Karea is 

placed in an exhibit with Tina? Koo Femizuki 
J (TORYSPOP, $3.83) 


BLADE OF THE IRARRORTAL #53 

Bloody battles are enavoidable as Iryia and | 
Makie have 2 showdown. Meanwhile, Maga- | 
tsu and Manji clash with the remaini 
Shingyeto-rys swordsman. Kireaki Samora 
(Bark Horse, $2.85) 


CARDCAPTGR SAKURA VOL 2 


Sahara's card-captariag missions are thrown | 


askew when 2 mysterious transfer student © 
samed Li shows up at ber school. CLAMP 
(reKyoroe, $3.95) 


BARK EDGE VOL 1 


break school rules and wander the camps after - 


| are cot short when his parents 
i announce they're moving. In an 


+ effort te stay, Mitsuo gets hired 

asa French maid fora boss thet 
s the bots for him! Sheri 

Shiaze (TOKYOPOP, $3.93) 


GTO VOL. 20 


There's a new principal at school [1s c 


| and ber first order of business is 
te demote Onizuka to assistant 
teacher. Will Onizuka be able to 
Stay abead of the class or has the 
| great teacher finally met his 
+ match? Tohru Fojisawa 


RELLISING VOL. 4 

Fer the first time, the Protes- 
| tant Hellsing Organization and 
: tthe Catholic Iscariot Agency may 


| have to team op. The first World 
| War of the wndead is building 


ep! Kobta Hirano (Dark Horse, 


313.35) 


dark, they fall victim te a tacatty zombie attack! © 


‘Yu Aikawa (ComeceSee. 55.55) 
EERIE GUEERIE! WOL & 


| HIKARU WO GO VOL. 2 


Mitsee's efforts te get closer te Hasenema 


mers employess. the Grees Breg pharmacy, 


i bet their manager Kakel has “other jobs" for 


them 2s well. Lackily for them, they howe super- 
satoral abilities —Rikeos can destroy small 
thiogs by teaching objects—to handle tasks 


% like locating an old book, gathering rare fire- 


fies, and watching a scene from an old movie. 


S Egped on by his affectionate cohort Saiga,Kskel 


Continues giving Rihwow aad Kazahaya strange 
attignments that push the paw’s abilities and 
willingness to work together a5 2 team. 

WHY IT'S COOL Bae woré—CLAMP, Mix in bot 
guys (who have so quales about showing ater 
tion), and the light artwork of Mick Sekoi and 


| you have » beautiful, engrossing read. Rikuow 


‘and Kazahays’s obvious relationship friction 
jives with the series’ humor, and there's plenty 


i of room for character development siace so 


many questions have yet to be answered. The 


| “other jobs” Kakel and Seiga find seem to serve 


a4 a launch pod for unlocking the mysteries 


LEGAL DRUG 


bebind each of the four men. CLAMP is an expert st Combining love aad intrigue with clairvoyant 


| Hair, and this is just a small tests of the goodies to come! 


anime snmig 


Lane 6 


- F 


| Keiichi’s experience is put to the test and Sora's 
| racing ability shines as the go-kart race comes 
its conclusion. Kosuke Fujishima 

j (Dark Horse, $3.99) 
| 

PET SHOP OF HORRORS VOL. 8 
| roglerrleny prgrecemeonnpeleyennte 
| themselves. Matsuri Akino (TOKYUP#?, $9.99) 


RUROUNI KENSHIN VOL, B 
Kenshin finally leaves for Kyo! 


(Via, $7.95) 


SAIKANO VOL. 2 


SAIVUKI VOL, 4 
The entire group falls victim after Visou pits 


Laat BRD aed FON 
Lon 


lalate | 
OFFICIAL comic Book GRADER CGC 


WIZARD WORL 
es TOUR se 


ASS GOOD FOR FRIDKY.* 7 SATURDAY: -SUNDAY 
mt 


KIDS 102 UND 
CTINFREL 


Fal LE 


S20 UNE =DAY BS 


WITH PAID ADULT" 


Aes 5-7 04 


Me ‘TOURNAMENTS! 
TUTORIALS! 


LOS ANGELES 


MARCH 18-20 '05 
__ TICKETS AVAILABLE FOR ALL STOPS AT WIZARDUNIVERSE.COM 


yond matcheert may pens ae, Sng paren nebo araae ace aa ules re guano 
egy tap Hoenn 


er eer | 


Scanned with CamScanner 


GETTING TT HnOUW 


against each other. Kazuya Minekura 
(TOKYEPOR, $8.88) i 
DRAGON VOICE VOL. 1 
beccesetal ‘SHONEN JUMP VOL. 2411 in Amami has a h ging voice 
aren & Aleehbotedlll The torther adventures of Nervts, One th 


ee arate Le Go, Shaman King, > = 
Korea native’s tantastical manga take > rr 
on Nordic myth has spawned a wildly < <— ae 
series, the first ever series te be pro- 1c ES 
duced by Japan based on 2 Korean Z <P ton 
i 4 ‘st-down ‘sand, which offers a glimmer of hope for I taegF Pass 
ol Eee ie VO DALLAS 
. the survival of her people rest on her lag Ta, 
and the sand pirate Sabu's shoulders. y aS cg TE ay ! 
Shin-Ichi Hiromote (TOKYOPOP, $3.95) lg wa ‘ 


WIZARD 
TOKYO TRIBES VOL. 1 = meNIVERSE. 


take a nose-dive after Eiri breaks 

ip with him, Shuichi then finds himself 
idnapp. done 

Maki Murakami (TOKYO 


‘THE WALLFLOWER VOL. 1 OW VOL. 5 
Four handsome guys are give! | jy-Ryu, Rin and the gang continue to 
tay in a ritzy { fend off those who seek the secret of 
Sashinmu. Batties and memories keep 
inding their way into the group's path 
transform the landlord's fashion- their journey. Sung-woo 
challenged niece into a proper lady! ics One, $9.95) 


ecome se 4 
Viel Scant soylitemted forthe | 
‘this big. From the start | ded mast to 
become 2 computer game, so | tnok the 


ea sree a beet of theres game ”= 
compones. Grasity interact | i FE Tomoko Hayakawa (Del Rey Manga, 
ay erp freer, Vi) Ne, 510.95) | THE ONE | LOVE 

| A12-story anthology, this CLAMP work 


elves into the many aspects of love. 
aturing a special eight-page full- 


I rr on the artists’ 
anor reading Joxlesca) yy with an amazing ; (TOKYOPOP, $9.99) 
cosplaying and talking about Rag- Miiag je that allows Kiyomare to | ; 3 ‘ 
So perp npcreer erent cast devastating spells! Makoto Raiku ) OTHELLO VOL. 4 eer For tickets, the latest guest upa 
4 tt alse means | have more people to (Viz, $8.95) H fa has lived her entire life as a ) . 
eo eee fy Mere, comes extends full programming schedule, hotels, 
Oo meas OCTOBER ready to hick some major butt. Satomi ‘Wie directions and everything else you 


BERSERK VOL 5 ; Ikezawa (Del Rey, $10.55) ee t 
Guts and Griffith's fierce rivalry is put Ay 


i ant MASTER vou. 11 4 
| wand tl ang are struggling . 
care Click here. 


When a mysterious m 
BLADE OF THE IMMORTAL #94 claiming to bi ark Bring Master, 


= feeb ZARDUNIVERSE'com » 


Magatsu’s swordfights come to a gory 
end, Hiroald Samure (Derk Horse, $2.99) 


SAMURAI EXECUTIONER VOL. 2 i ; © 0 8 O @ 
Samurai Kubikiri Asa has # reputation H 

for dispatching his victims In the most 

brutal way pi Bloody, tortur- H 

ous, and evil, this is not e story for Z 

the faint of . Kazuo Koike, Gosek! 
Kojima Wark Moree, $9.95) @ } 


DIABLO VOL. 1 
Ren and Rai 
devil to sa 


leotined to dark- 
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LIVE-ACTION LIVES! 


‘(DRAGON BALL Z,: ‘SPEED RACER’ 
FILMS BACK ON HOLLYWOOD TRACK 


{Good Will Hunting) and Alfonso Cuaron (Harry Potter and 
the Prisoner of Azkaban). 

Speed Racer has stalled several times over the 
lange budget needed for extended racing sequences, 
but Dodgeball and Old School star Vince Vaughn 
may have given it the green light, “I've been a 
fan of the show since | was a kid and | always 
liked the theme of the protective older 
brother who can't reveal his identity,” 
said Vaughn, according to the Reuters 
news service. Vaughn will act as execu- 
tive director, and hopes to play Speed's 
older brother, Racer X, who maintains 
an enigmatic presence throughout the 
show. Reportedly, Vaughn's take 

on the film will focus more on 
character development than 
high-speed racing. which will 


help bring down the film's 
potentially costly budget. 

Neither Dragon Bail Z 

nor Speed Racer have a 

set release date, or 

even a production start 

Sa date. Given the films’ 

4 rocky histories, fans 

should be warned the 

only way to guarantee 

their release would be to 


use the Dragon Balls. 
M@Zoc 


wo iveachon acme mowe projects thought lost in 

the Ite of preproducton sre back on schedule as 

new méormanon hes been revesied on the Hollywood 
adactstons of Dregon Sai Z and Speed Racer. 
Athough recert rumors has debunked the film as nonex- 
istent, Daily Vanety reports that 20th Century Fox's 
longrummored Ive-accon producton of Akre Tonyema’s 
messvely poouier acton enc Dragon Ball Z's finally on 
the wey. the film ss beng sompted thanks to @ 
S500.00D screenartng deal wih Gen Ramsey, the 
rman beard the 1998 Mark Wehiberg acton vehicle 
The Sg Ht anc Marvels upcoming Luke Cage film. 
The producton 5s beng harudied by Fax's Vice Pres- 
iSert of Produccon Peter Kang. 

#20 reong back eto producton is the bve- 
acton Speed Racer move, based on the 1957 
arene cessc. The fim hes langushed in devet 
comet & Warne B-othess, even supposedly 
ssang Jctrry Depp & one pont. end hes 
pessed through Grectors ike Gus Ven Sark 


al 


seen ie the prime 
TV pnimsted series also 
the mange of if 
Completely separate 


ee ae a er et Ne oe en tere 


SSS ae? 


= 


On WITH THE SHiRouT 


7 
Tehllnestotegsyenaba READY FOR AMERICAN PREMIERE 
e Nd respectal 
{ hig past April in Japan, dhe Gants he fim 's an orignal story based on the 1985 manga 
UJ Appleseed film is finally coming to US. shores by Ghost in the Shell scribe Masamune Shirow, which chron 
ensor Geneon Entertainment plans to release an Eng: | icles the struggle of officers Deunan Knute and partner 


i A Briaros as they ende it 
jpamecvrson otha maven thnareiseSOGH, unh erscanpomrer bees ee foreawr 


athough a subtitled version is still under discussion. Olympus City. Deunan and Briaros have to grapple with the 
chon that maybe the terrorists’ cause 
is a worthy one—as well as adjusting 
to ther romantic relationship now that 
Briaros’ mind is in a totally metal, only 
somewhat humanoid body. 

Directed by Shinji Aramaki, the film 
has been hailed for its use of 3D CG 
in capturing the look and feel of 
Japanese cel animation, attributed 
to the expertise of Fumihiko Sori, 
who was the effect supervisor on 
James Cameron's mega- blockbuster 
Titanic, as well production company 
Micott & Basara. Two sequels to the 
film are already in production 
in Japan. 

Appleseed will open in New York 
and Los Angeles before the end of 
the year. followed by an expanded 
theatrical run. # ZB 


AR 


SEEDS OF GLORY Deunae (centerteft) and 
Brares (center-right) are just about ready to hick butt. 


WWBOY BEBOP 


WHO SHOULA STAR IN ALIVSB-ACTION coweoy we 


Only 2 few anime movies ever make it out of Japan. Here's a look — MICHAEL IRONSIDE as 2) 
b~ &@ 


studios}, but we just couldn't help but Speculate who'll play the leads Okay, so he needs bigger side- 

moviel. burns for the role, but 
Trenside plays the deep- 
woiced, rough-and-tumble guy 
in Bohacop, Starship Troopers 
‘and, like, every other movie he’s ever been in. We think he'd have 
det’s voice and calm-yet-somewhat-menacing demeanor down pat. 


(okay, so it may not exist yet or have even been hinted at by any big JET BLACK. 
= 


ASHLEY OLSEN as ED 

Ashley might not know her way 
around computers the same 
way Ed does, but they're bath 
uncommonly slender, they both 
have big (and somewhat fright- 
ening) smiles, and they bath 


PAS 


TOM CRUISE as VICIOUS 

He knows bis way around a 

sword (check out The Last 

Samurai), and be’s on 2 mean 

streak in Collateral, so why 

not Hollywood's top-shelf 

leading man as Spike's ex- 

partner in crime and arch-nemesis, Vicious? 


Birl Next Door, so she's pertect for the 
ly clad Faye 


maybe & he 
piloting lessons) and she'll be our 


Valentine forever. Got an idea for your own Casting Call? Send us your picks at 


animeinsider@aol,com! 78 


OE Tee ee 
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SEEING ‘RED’ 


‘RED NINJA’ A LOT MORE THAN 
JUST A PRETTY, DEADLY FACE 


ed Nines: Exd of Honor may have the hottest female nina 

mt snce Desd on Alve, txt this game has a lot more 
68 BB nn &s arsenal than good lboks. Written and directed 
by Shinsuke Sato [director of Princess Bisde, released by ADV 
Fans}, Vivend Unverss’s game mmes some senously unique 


Kurenai will also have access to several other ninja. 
esque weapons throughout the game, including 
blowguns, explosives and more; plus, her training 
as a ninja allows her to pull off moves like running 
on walls, walking across water, and lurking in the 
shadows to elude guards—or kill them, as well as 
traversing some of the platform-style elements found 
in the lange area settings of the game. 
Also in her impressive arsenal are the arts of 
4} disguise, stealth, and flirting—with the proper 
costume [say, 8 geisha outfit), Kurenai’s feminine 
» wiles can also be a weapon in this game, dis- 


ing her revenge ts the Tetsugen, a wire 
weapon that has @ mutitude of deadly uses—Kurenai 
can attach f to foes from s distance, tearing off limbs 
and heads; she use & to hang enemies from roof 
beams; or she can use t for mare mundane things like 
leaping across chasms or climbing buildings. ‘ 

Red Ney uilizes an equal ma of acuon and steatth, \ 


as Kurena: can run m wth her Tetsugen blazing, or \ 
sneak up on enemies to administer one of several 


bloody sveaith-ulls. 


DBZ GOES FOR 2 Everyone's 
eagerly awaiting the third PS2 
Dragon Ball Z: Budokai game, but 
publisher Atari is keeping it pretty 
secretive, Al that's known for sure 
is that DBZ-movie characters have 
been added to the 20 fighter, such as 
fan-tavorite Broly. You can check out 
the exclusive screenshots of the 
game at www.dragonbaliz.com. 


THE LATEST WORD ON GAMING 


Fighting Jam, the new 20 fighting 
game by Capcom, got a few new 
charactors olticialy added 10 the mix, 
Besides Street fighter stalwarts Ry 
and Chun i, the new fighters incube 
Russian wrestler Langed, Darkstalh- 
ors’ mammy Aaskaris, $F3's Urien 
and SF Aipha’s Karin, The game is 
due this winter on PS2 and Xbox, 


tracting and manipulating enemies. 


“The story had a movielike charm to it,” 
explained Sato. “We are already using many set- 
ttngs, charms, and tricks that can be dramatized 

7 to make a movie like no one has ever seen 
before. If we were going to make a movie out of this 


game, | think it would be a wonderful product.” 


Red Ninja sneaks onto the Xbox in October, and 


the PS2 in January 2005. ™ Robert Bricken & 


, Dominic Nguyen 


BANG THE DRUM QUICKLY 
Aa established hit in Japan for 
‘years, Namco’s rhythm game 

Drum Waster is U.S. bound, utiliz« 


TRO ORUIT MASTER cake 
a 


ing special drum controller, While 
the sousic list is unknown, Namco 
Promises that the soundtrack will 
include Japanese pop and folk as 
well a5 American hits, and is due 
in October, @ RB 6 DN 


PIVIyogs? 


GENERATION’ GAP 


IT UP YOUR CYcLo 
gOBOTECH’'S RETURN = !N 
jhe Earth has been conquered by aliens, so what's 
| a guy oe his power armor /transforming Motorcy J game publisher Mastiff will release Sega’s Gungrave: 
PJ cle to do? Start s ing. Overdose in the U.S. this October. 

Get in Robotech’s third saga, New Generation, Invasion 
xs you and your Cyclone armor against the Invid Occupa- 9 FELIS SLI 
Prnof the planet. The game combines first-person shooting ‘ a! 
with third-person vehicular driving as you change from 

or to motorcycle mode, blasting authentic Robotech 
ies through 15 missions. 

Programmed by the folks who did Robotech: Battlecry, 
nasion gives plenty of nods to the anime's fans. “Most of 
the towns depicted in the original anime are also present 
inthe game, including Reflex Point,” promised game designer 
Matt Grieg. “Scott Bernard and Lancer both make appear- 
ances in the single player game, as does the Invid Regess.” 
The Invasion arrives in October on PS2 and Xbox. ll AB 


_ 


GRAVE TIDINGS 
‘GUNGRAVE' RESURRECTED 


| jy OU Can't keep a good guy from returning from the 
dead to seek revenge on those who wronged him, as 


Benim 


Featuring the same character design by Tmgun creator 
Yasuhirow Nightaw, Overdose again follows undead anti 
hero Beyond-the-Grave as he lays waste to the Corsione 
family’s plot to take over the world. But the focus is on 
intense shooting action, as players control Beyond-the-Grave 
to shoot everything that moves using his massive arsenal 
of guns and artillery-based special attacks. Artistic Points 
are awarded for especially stylish destruction. and can be 
; turned in for power-ups and flashier moves. 

H For the less interacuve adventures of Beyond-the-Grave, 
fans can check out the Gungrave anime series, currently 
: being released by Geneon Entertainment. ml ON 


FLAME OF: REGI - YOSHINOYA (GAMBCUBE) 
(GAMECUBE): / MOU! TM PLAN: If youve 
= ever heen ta one af Yoshinoya's 

many heefhawl restaurants ia 
America or Japan, you pretty much 
know what to expect from this 


‘choose your acl 
+ signature attacks and defensive 
1 then watch as ninja 
> Recca, the burly Domon, pretty- 
boy Fuko or unstable Tokiya 
beautifully ani. 


howls and deal with irate 
customers. Free Mode and 
Mode are pretty mach the same when ju 
mated sequence. it comes ta serving heel, but atleast the Sa. 
ANALYSIS: While a little light Yoshinoya quiz game is a nice change non Wadi. 
‘on gameplay, Final Burning is great 
for the Flame of Recca fan. tt's eerily 
similar to playin pisode of the 
ime, and i's a great time to import 
Viz is planning on bringing the 
anime stateside this fall, There's no 


Vetter way to see why Flame of Recca made such a fus in Japan! 


of pace. 
ANALYSIS: Leave it to the 


jer 
Beobobois simply too strange to handle, and should only be played if 


you happen to like making your brain melt, 
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GHOST RENTER 
co tests the murky 


| waters of the survival horror 


anymore! With the EyeToy camera, DUR 
Extreme lets you put your arms into the mix to 
become the ultimate dance sensation. Expect 
a load of new tunes, toe. (Konami, PSI) 


in Detroit. Play as Lazarus 
Jones and try te contain the 


; them, (GER, intend 


is as fast and furioes as ever. (Koei, PS2) 


FIMAL FANTRSY KL: CHAINS OF PROUUTHIA 

‘The second expansion te Final Fantasy KJ brings 
players a plethora of new contest. From the 
mystic rains of Pse'lja te gorgeous Bibiki Bay, 
characters wil mee! exxcting mew people... and 
slay monsters for them. (Square Ema PLPS2) = 


GUNTY GEAR K2 RELOAD 


the pain is over. Not only is the 

upésted, re-balanced version of Guilty Gear X2 : 
‘coming to your console, it's bringing Xbox Live 
panna Lek genes 


GUNDAM SEED: BATTLE ASSAULT 

Giant robot combat comes to the tiniest console 
with Gundam Seed. The first Gundam game on 
the GBA, Battle Assault lets up to four players 
duke it out over link cables. Playing as Strike, 
Aegis and 10 other mobile suits, prove your 
mastery of Gundam piloting over seven game 
play modes. (Bandai, GEA) 


we 


phase ap rp & wy 
ot, Square Ess nd Disney fans The story sf Sora aad his) @> ‘7’. 
heyblade continues on the Came Boy Advance with Chain ~~} § 


of Memories. 


Fickiog op right mere the rst same il sf, Sora. == / | 
searches for his friesds Ksiri and Sera. The combat NI 
system now relies on carts, which determine the I H 
strength of Sors's attacks, as well as summon pals _ = 
like Donald Duck, Goofy and eves Cioud into fights. 


‘The game takes place from an isometric view, 


_ 


and promises to be wery similar to the action “| 


ptattormer style of the original; Sora must climb, 
feap and puzzle bis way throogh 

dazens of Disney movie locales, all 

while tending off seemingly endless 
hordes of Heartless. 

Square Enis promises Chain of 
Memories will bridge the gap 
between the two PS2 games, as , 
well 2s introduce a few characters | 
that you'll see again in the sequel, |; 

If you want the full Kingdom Hearts 
story, you've gotta get Chain of 


aw 


inetdceaersage 


KING OF FIGHTERS: MAXIMUM IMPACT 
in its post-Neo Geo era, SNK looks to revital- 
i ize its flag: e with its first 3D offering. 
Play as Kyo, lori, a host of both familiar 
and new characters as they brawl in fully 3D 
environments to earn the title of King of Fight- 
ers. (SNK Playmore, PS2) 


MEGA MAN X: COMMAND MISSION 
Ever searching for new genres to conquer, Cap- 


sty allies, explore the cel-shaded, 3D world 
of Giga City and thwart the plans of the Liberion 
Army. (Capcom, PS2/GameCube) 


POKEMON FIRE RED & LEAF GREEN 
The original Pokémon returns, updated for the 
GBA. With over 300 pocket mon- 


should keep Pokéfans happy 
for months on end, 
(Nintendo, GBA) 


SHIN MEGAMI TENSAI: 

NOCTURNE 

Ina por 

sion of Tokyo, a young boy 

awakens with strange pow- 
demonic allies to 


ten, ps2) 
SILENT HILL 4: THE ROOM 


‘ 00 FOR FRIDAY -SATURDAY:SUNDAY 


1A Vallerea J 


is 


OFFICIAL comic Boox caaDER CGC 


Y PASS 
THREE-DA KIDS {0 & UNDER 


GET IN 


WITH PAID ADULT 


E-DAY PASS 


apa 


ARLINGTON C 


NOVEMBER 5-7 04 


pave 


FUNIMATION! 


Los. ANGELES 


MARCH 18-20 '05 
TICKETS AVAILABLE FOR ALL STOPS AT WIZARDUNIVERSE.COM 


yb bet ar mantacturera may amped eh 
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tries setting for PExto a Oa 
vat thew bell Fre ROOM 

its fourth euting. Neary _ 
Tounsend 


order. Then win the frst match and lose the went, so that each 
character on year team ams ome bout, eodeng wnt? King Muscle 


[TART GOLF: ADDIE 
TOUR (GBF) q 
Fear characters require a Came & bs Py ; 
Boy Adezmce-Gomecabe Lat Caste SS 4 , 
and a copy of Mlorie Solt-Tentstest = SE | a d . i 
caine eee a WP Roxemonsex| . 
petay Teadstes! i i Rubyjand{Sapphi / 
ing system, traverse dangerous lairs and hunt vampires using t y| pphire 
= bem face’s rays to power up over 60 different weapons. (Konami, GBA) 6 MagicyineGathering} i pe ee 


Bosster Bex G28) OP ad Staring)as|iowjas\$'39 
t 


~ 
Magic The Gainenna A a5- 
Aeiets GR) ecco 


yas. Sewing etGaco Booster Borsaclco a ed y Sacto = 


: Your Source for the Hottest Toys, 
fate cones mk ' hames, Cards & Collectibles! 


Battle becomes avail- 
able after defeztios the J = . 
first four Robot Mas- = > i va 4 ee C— 
ters in Megaitae 7. = Bere 5 P L * 


Do we really need to tell you why you should play this game? {s it vct 
enough that you can play es Spike Spiegel and Jet Black as they hunt boun- 
ties in search of their next meal? That’s what we thought. 


The sequel to last year's 
samurai Raikoh as they 
time out, Raikoh is ai 
ters are ready to join in on the action. (Se 


gem puts players back in the role of mystic 
nese folklore. This 
st four more charac- 


The 
while the GBA version offers side scrolling action. 


LWWAY OF THE SAMURAI 2 (PSZ) 


Make your samurai look like poy character in the old ba : 
Parmar penic ami lorica Jr meade dag Enter the Dark Tournament as Yusuke, Hiei, Kurama and the rest put their lives 


), 12, L1, 1, 82,12, then Square, After doing 90, push on the fing in the battle rena. Using their trademark moves, fight your } 4 i : 
apa te choose whatever fook you want, a on om ] way to the top with ei Uramashi or your favorite charecters, j P fo 1 (877) 45 
(Meri, P52) 
Call Toll Free 


Cust. Sve. Mon-Fri 9am-8pm EST: 


y 


All Prices are Subject to Change at any time! 
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AN APPLE A DAY 


Sure, you could commit an act of terrorism in order to get Appleseed: 
J The Mowe's Bnareos and Deunsn on your case, or you can wait for 
PSE bg the toys. Baareos, Deunan and a special Gugess robot figure feature 
% 17 points of articulation for only $24.99 each, for easy 
posing /crime-busting. www.yamatotoysusa.com 


\ 


kr eo PeomucTsS 


~ 


PLAY WITH YOUR FooD 


He's super-cute! He's super-soft! And he's delicious to 
eat! We mean, huggable! Everyone's favorite miserable 
pet dog and emergency food supply from Excel Saga 
needs a new home! Any home! Make her yours for only 
$14.99, and we guarantee you'll never go hungry 
again. www.advtoys.com 


CATS, RATS & HATS 


cuit this summer, these Fruits Basket Kyo and Yuki ca 
feature the two feuding relatives in their cursed ¢: 


PTHS S@BST ANIMSB ANDO MANGA-Pee 


ill 


HAPPILY 


EVA AFTER 


Who needs EVA Untts and A.T. Fields, 


nome, one p when you've got Rei (left) and Asuka 
adhe ite . Faye comes seated at 5 1/2- Cressed like this to stop monsters in their 
ches tall, wth a detachable shirt, while Julia tracks? Sculpted by the artist “Grimlock” 
stands at 8 1/2-inches tall, for Karyodo’s biannual Wonder Showcase ‘ 
+ 


Www. yamatotoysusa.com line, these PVC Neon Genesis Evangelion 
Rei and Asuka Figure Sets stand Gunches 
tall and are only $19.99 a pair. 

www. kaiyodo.net 4% 


( 


> STRAPIT 
Bytes TO ME 


Assassins have never been so 
adorable! Choose from two sets 
of PVC figures featuring Nov’ 
Mirielle and Kinka with their 
»:| guns! The pa a Bs hae on 
m as keychail 
, rey a your backpack and celk 


GUNDAMMT 


Rule the land, seas, skies and space with 
the new Gundam 8-inch Action Figures, 
for $17.99! Launcher Strike Gundam, 
Duel Gundam, Sword Strike Gundam, Blitz 
Gundam and Buster Gundam all have 
over 30 points of articulation—perfect for 
posing, or battling it out with their own 
unique weapons, www.bandai.com 


phone for protection on the go. 
www. softgarage.com 


opeTtTenov #eoow gi 
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Se ssa poorest é pASPECIAL SU 
~ Beeeeeaenires | BSCRIPTION i TO ANIME INSIDER! 
pages risust ” EVANGELION, Eisen (@ 


ck 
{script info & cast Pi 
Live-action “concept ar 


‘S NEWEST 


SESSHOMARU e 
THE FINAL SLUORD 


‘Now Kagome and Inuyasha have someone to fight! Series 2 
of the Inuyasha toy line is here, featuring Sesshomaru with 
his Toukijin and Tenseiga swords, and Kikyo with her bow and 
arrow. Each figure goes for $11.99, features multiple points 
of articulation and is evil. Evil! www.toynami.com 


GIFT WITH THE 
4 PROGRAM 


ee As if .hack// isn't already the gift 
that keeps on giving, they've already 
“upgraded” the CCG! The 
-hack//ENEMY TCG gift set 
feature stylized cartoon versions of 
the popular characters, six new 
alternate image cards and booster 
packs, certificates of authenticity 
alll in a limited deck box for 
$19.95. www.decipher.com 


GHOST SHELL 


PRODUCTION I.G.ON ES TAND) TACONE COMPLEX, 


STUCHELLE, 
ITA BELLE 


"2AO0 ae Go FIGURE we 
Dh tvechete, the ees f Who needs trading card games, \¥ ¢ Hy ‘ Sues RIB 
ven you can go 3-0? Inconporating rat 


shogi chess strategies and anime- ; 
Niecuible miniatures, i tt PLEASE CHECK ONE S 
pra hy lacey e986 fie: ts , 4 © Send me 12 issues of Anime Insider fr $36 2 Send me 6 issues of Anime Insider for $18 
Gial system for virtually ° " , — 
inidess possibilities. Boosters AR aa Email 
apr are $8.99, but the $29.99 
ory S26 23 wen. aia: arter et includes eight figures, 


Se peerage AY eam TEVERY ISSUE FOR [eeoemeeeret = ae Be 
41) bene ostotad C1 Dscover Amex) Bil me 

7 } UST'S3 PER COPY! aa = 

“er rmacue as cueon asc rT dam tan oder 


secs es DUS, yA ne i US, Ase: ab $0, 12 BS 
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RO.BOX762 unis OS FASTER VATIWIZAR 
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COOL AND CRAZY SWAG FROM OVERSEAS! 


FANTASY COME TRUE 
Everybody loves Final Fantasy, 50 this Trading Arts fig 
(>) ure collection is like gold—expensive and nearly 
‘impossible te find. The figures include fan-favorites 
= trom the tast four games inciting Cioud, Sephiroth, "3 
= Lulu, Rinoa, Vivi and Yuna, but beware—since they're blind- 
- packaged, you may end up with the pewter variants. 


ICE PICK-ACRU, 
Proving that you can put Pokémon even ou 
cloeo making Pikacha is a wonder. Fill him with ice, 
‘salt, cold water and then a bit o' bever~ 
Say you'll have a tasty treat. The instractions lie. v4 


° PIKACHU 


Wn 


tions of this poo-lake adversary using Ultraman's bead 
a stick without knacking him down? The answer is no! 
=eoeet Rorenca Zoro is one lean, mean, sword-fightin’ 
sees machine, and now he's been shrank to a more 
- ~4 convenient size. Available alongside fellow One 
9 Piece cast members Nami and Monkey D. Luffy, 


When Osama Tezuka created Astro Boy way back, he posited * 
Astro would be created m Takadanobaba, a sub-section of Tokya. 


nor 
pics 


ELLS LIKE 
rae TING SPIRITS 


Every 500 years, the Shaman Fight occurs, where 
mediums the world over use spirits in battle! 
Determine whol become the next fabled Shaman 
King with these Shaman King action figures for 
only $8.50 each. Collect Yoh and his friends, and 
each of their Shaman tokens! www. mattel,com 


PYRAMID 
SCHEME 


An ancient evil has awoken 
in Egypt, end it's looking 
for Yami Yugi, the incarna- 
tion of the pharaoh that 
defeated it millennia ago! 
Now you can battle 
against Anubis with even 
more abilities and mon- 
sters in the new 
Yu-Gi-Oh! Movie Exclusive 
booster packs, for only 
$4.99, and keep him 


from destroying Yugi ix, 


and the entire world. www.upperdeck.com 


BLAME KANEDA 


Now larger and more detailed, the fully painted PVC 
Akira Capsule Toy Series Three figures come in 
opaque capsules, so they're as much a mystery to 

us as the movie's end! Each figure costs only 
$2.99, including Kei, Tetsuo, Takashi, Yamagata and 
Kaneda and Testuo on their bikes. www.kaiyodo.com 
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RA fame. They say even the best actors must suffer Uhrough 


LJ the tediousness of makeup and costume prepping, a saying 

i i] that holds true for these elite theater monkeys in Nikko, Japan, 

This troupe of GO-some Macaques [all of whom are named after 

asa ima ~ famous samure! by their trainer) perform in halfhour shows, doing 
y i y everything from sit-ups to skits to...\well, dressing like rabbits inf 
z the prestigious Nikko Monkey Theater, ] 

Famous for its overly friendly monkeys (travelers have been 

known to be mugged), the Nikko area has hosted monkey 

shows for over a century. Only the best of the best make it 


to the Monkey Theater, though, which itself has inspired two 
TV series. Just goes to show you that these guys are part 
~_ of 8 serious monkey business. ™@ Robert Bricken 


el tein ent a tm NP 
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